The Movieguide Awards: The Good, the True, and the Beautiful 
The March 18, 2019 * $3.95 


THAT FREEDOM SHALL NOT PERISH 


\ ~~ 
1 
www.TheNewAmerican.com ie 
oe . 
Sr ° 


Ro 


I 
- oe 


a» ¥ 
eo ae 
SS eg \\ 
ue my ’ 
in =~ ? xy 
a | be i 
4 q 
» b 


Jatural fb ods Market - 


~ 
ce 


ute o- 
ant + ibs 


What does “family owned & operated” really’ mean? For the Clark family, it CHINO 
means getting up early for 45 years to work in their own community, and Pestivnensmayt 
: : i 0 ' * * 1 5 Mountain Ave. 
choosing to invest in the Inland Empire. In a time when Wall Street is trying to Chino, CA 91710 
run Main Street, Clark’s Nutrition still believes that family owned and 
operated businesses are the backbone of the American dream, and feels 


privileged to help families live healthier and happier lives. LOMA LINDA 
: = 909.478.7714 
11235 Mountain View Ave. 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 
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RIVERSIDE 

951.686.4757 
SELECTION 4225 Market St. 
Clark’s has the largest selection of organic produce and supplements in the Inland Empire. Riverside, CA 92501 
NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANTS Pot 
We have trained Nutritional Consultants to help assist you with whatever your health goals are. RANCHO MIRAGE = 
They're not on commission, and are here to help you “Live Better!” 3 Plies: 

onterey Ave. 


Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 


WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU! It is our company mission to provide customers with nutritional 
assistance that can really have a lasting impact on their quality of life. We look forward to meeting 
and serving you! 
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AFFORDABLE 
Clark’s goes to great lengths to make sure your family has what they need at an affordable price. 


STORE TOURS 
Come by any time and we will be glad to give you a personal tour and answer any of your questions. 
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e Receive 15% discount at 
ShopJBS.org. 


e Be entered into a drawing to 
win $50 worth of products 
(you pick!) at ShopJBS.org, 
plus a TNA travel mug! 


The April 22, 2019 issue 
of The New American will 
include a reader survey to 
provide the staff with valuable 
input to guide the magazine’s 
direction and policies. 


The survey will also be 
available online. 


lew Americal To subscribe today, call 1-800-727-TRUE or log on to www. TheNewAmerican.com 


Amendment I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


Amendment II. a well-regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 


Amendment III. xo soldier shall, in time of peace, be 


quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in 
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


Amendment IV. tie right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable 
searches and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized. 


Amendment V. No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense 
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 


life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 


Amendment VI. tn aff criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 


Amendment VII. in suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


Amendment VIII. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Amendment IX. Te enumeration in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people. 


Amendment X. Tie powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. 


we at Dean Sellers Ford 

believe freedom of mobility is as 
fundamental as our Bill of Rights. See Dean 
Sellers Ford for your new freedom machine. 
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POLITICS 


No Evidence of Collusion 

by C. Mitchell Shaw — Both Special Counsel Robert Mueller and 
the Senate Intelligence Committee are wrapping up investigations into 
claims of Trump/Russia collusion — with no evidence of collusion. 


FBI Tried to Take Out Trump 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — Andrew McCabe, the former deputy 
director of the FBI, confessed that he and others talked about 
using the 25th Amendment (illegally) to remove President Trump 
from office. 


POLITICS 


Deep State Seeks End 

to Metal Tariffs to “Pass USMCA” 

by Christian Gomez — Deep Staters and those who buy into “trade 
being the number one priority’ are pushing Trump to end tariffs 
before passing USMCA. But doing neither would be better. 


CULTURE 

The Good, the True, the Beautiful 

by Troy Anderson — At the Movieguide Awards gala (the Christian 
Oscars), Dr. Ted Baehr announced that the highest-ever percentage 
of faith-based movies hit the Big Screen in 2018. 


RECENT HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


A Re-examination of the 2008 Financial Crisis 
by Brian Farmer — The popular narrative about the housing market 
crash of 2008 — and the investment bubble that led to it — is that 
Wall Street caused it all. But that conclusion ignores the facts. 


THE LAST WORD 

“I’m Available,” Says Elizabeth Warren to CFR 
by John F McManus 

Letters to the Editor The Goodness of America 
Inside Track Exercising the Right 
QuickQuotes Correction, Please! 
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Separating Christianity 
and Public Schools? 


As someone who has worked in education 
for more than 20 years, I’d like to comment 
on the issue entitled “Rescuing Our Chil- 
dren” (February 4 issue), which is about 
the problems in public schools today. I 
read your magazine cover to cover. What 
is written there — about the failures and 
immorality of public schools — is techni- 
cally right. I just wrote my own paper on 
Dewey’s philosophy and how pervasive it 
continues to be in education. My disagree- 
ment is the conclusion of every article — 
the solution being the mass exodus from 
public schools. 

Let me begin by commenting on the 
assertion that Christians should take their 
children out of public schools. The whole 
gospel mandate is summed up in the Great 
Commission. There was never a promise 
that if Christians remain in the world, but 
not of it, that it would continually become 
better and better. Actually the opposite 
was promised. But knowing the end from 
the beginning did not change Jesus’ com- 
mand to engage the culture. Just think 
of the consequences if a mass exodus of 
Christians from public schools had taken 
place at any point in history. We have hung 
in there, fighting back the darkness, just 
as we fight back in every other part of life 
and culture. The church is not meant to es- 
cape the world — where would Christians 
go as the world darkens if we assume this 
solution is a Godly one? 

My other criticism of your “solution” 
is that the suggestion of mass exodus 
is not one that takes divine power into 
consideration. I do not think things are 
going to right themselves — this is part 
of end-time promises. However, I do trust 
God to raise up a generation out of this 
darkness who will be mighty warriors. 
The generation just now becoming young 
adults is already indicating that enough is 
enough. More than ever, we need to teach 
our children the truth of God’s Word and 
help them sort out the lies they are hear- 
ing, but the difference between pulling 
them out of the world to do it and leaving 
them in it is all about the spiritual muscle 
and tenacity they will develop because of 
it. God is not impotent in any of this, but 
will raise up His own. 

I think the magazine made an error 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


in forwarding its own FreedomProject 
Academy in an issue that is saying “leave 
the schools” in every article. And I be- 
lieve you have underestimated the call- 
ing that most homeschool families real- 
ize. The homeschool families that I have 
known over the years are not trying to 
escape the world, but are being obedi- 
ent to what God has asked of them. Most 
have neighbors or friends in their church 
family who are sending their children to 
school because that is how God is lead- 
ing them. Both are being obedient and 
are raising their family by faith, which is 
pleasing to the Lord. 

One last thought, on phonics and 
whole-word reading. Phonics is not the be- 
all and end-all of teaching kids to read. It 
has failed a percentage of students. There 
needed to be an alternative to phonics be- 
cause not every student learns the same 
way. But as is common to education and 
most other parts of society, the pendulum 
swung too far, leaving the children who 
did learn well through phonics in the same 
dire straits as the whole-word-approach 
kids had been in — only in much larger 
numbers. But this type of approach, jump- 
ing ship and drowning in the ocean, is not 
unlike your mass-exodus solution. 

MARCIA HANSEN 
Appleton, Wisconsin 


What | Like About You 


I have subscribed to THE NEw AMERICAN 
magazine for about 12 years and have 
learned a lot of interesting, troubling, and 
vital things. However, the part I enjoy 
the most is the section “The Goodness 
of America.” It is easy to find bad news 
and evil reports, so it is easy to forget that 
we are blessed to be living in a wonderful 
country with a lot of great people in it. 
Thank you for printing this section. 
Sometimes I need help to remember 
that there is still some goodness left in 
America. 
STEVEN NEILL 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


INSIDE TEAC 


The Green New Deal (GND) being pushed by far-left Democrats 
such as New York Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
could cost the country as much as $93 trillion — that’s $653,000 
per household — over a decade, according to a new report re- 
leased February 25 from the American Action Forum (AAF). 

The GND’s goal of transitioning to a power system with net- 
zero greenhouse-gas emissions in 10 years is quite daunting. 
Even using very conservative assumptions such as maintaining 
only four hours’ worth of power storage and not constructing new 
transmission assets, AAF forecasts that attaining the GND’s ob- 
jective would require $5.4 trillion of capital investment by 2029, 
not to mention an additional $387 billion in “annual operation, 
maintenance, and capital-recovery costs.” All of this will, the 
group estimates, increase the cost of generating electricity by at 
least 22 percent, costing the average family an additional $295 
per year. 

Another of the GND’s grandiose schemes is to guarantee all 
Americans “a job with a family-sustaining wage, adequate fam- 
ily and medical leave, [and] paid vacations.” AAF predicts that 
this program will cost at least $6.8 trillion and, if all those who 
can be expected to take advantage of the program do so, up to 
$44.6 trillion. The chumps still working in the private sector will, 
of course, be subjected to confiscatory taxation to provide these 
jobs — not to mention “economic security” for those “unwilling 
to work.” 


>, Far-lett 


Democrats 


Such cost estimates, plus the GND’s massive social engineer- 
ing, have led even the climate-alarmist Washington Post to con- 
demn the GND. In a February 24 editorial, the paper called the 
net-zero greenhouse-gas emissions objective “impossible.” An 
expert it consulted estimated this part of the GND alone would 
cost $27 trillion, or nine percent of the Gross Domestic Product 
— “more spent every three years than the total amount the coun- 
try spent on World War II.” Moreover, the editors wrote, “The 
plan’s proposal to retrofit all existing buildings is also astonishing 
in its implied scale, and its promises to invest in known fiascos 
such as high-speed rail reveal deep insensitivity to the lessons of 
recent government waste.” 


Could Hispanics Be Drifting Away From the Democrats? 
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President Trump tweeted in January that he now had a 50-percent 
approval rating among Hispanics. “Wow, just heard that my poll 
numbers with Hispanics has gone up 19 percent to 50 percent. 
That is because they know the Border issue better than anyone, 
and they want Security, which can only be gotten with a Wall.” 

It is true that a January 17 Marist Institute for Public Opinion 
poll taken for National Public Radio (hardly a bastion of conser- 
vative politics) indicated a strong surge in approval for Trump 
among America’s Hispanic voters. Not surprisingly, Marist 
rushed to caution that there was a high margin of error in the 
poll, and perhaps they had over-sampled Republicans. 


However, a February 4 POLITICO/Morning Consult poll 
seemed to confirm the Hispanic surge for Trump, pegging him 
at 42 percent among Hispanics. If Trump were to get anywhere in 
the neighborhood of the 40 percent of the Hispanic vote won by 
George W. Bush in 2004, his reelection would be all but assured. 

Two-thirds of the Hispanic electorate is now native-born. 
These native-born Hispanics are more likely to approve of 
Trump than recently naturalized immigrants, according to Pew 
Research. As Democrats continue their leftward surge, they risk 
losing more and more Hispanics. The increasingly extreme pro- 
abortion positions taken by Democrats can be expected to fur- 
ther alienate Hispanics, who tend to be more pro-life than the 
average voter. 

According to Census Bureau data, the median income for His- 
panics grew by 3.7 percent, adjusted for inflation, in 2017. Medi- 
an weekly earnings for Hispanics working full-time has increased 
by 4.3 percent, adjusted for inflation, for the past two years. 

Hispanics tend to start their own businesses, more so than other 
Americans, and Trump has implemented policies that include re- 
ducing the regulatory burden on business owners. 

As the 2020 presidential and congressional elections loom, 
Hispanic voters, and indeed all American voters, will have to ask 
themselves if they are willing to kill the goose that laid the golden 
egg in exchange for unconstitutional gun control, job-killing en- 
vironmental regulations, and abortion-on-demand up to birth. 
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FDA Boss to States: Eliminate Vaccine Exemptions, or Else 


Food and Drug Administration boss Scott Gottlieb wants to force 
states to vaccinate children, even if it goes against the religion or 
conscience of the parents. 

Speaking to CNN on February 20, the FDA commissioner tried 
to make his case for federal intervention. “Some states are engag- 
ing in such wide exemptions that they’re creating the opportunity 
for outbreaks on a scale that is going to have national implica- 
tions,” he claimed this week, adding that if “states continue down 
the path that they’re on, I think they’ re going to force the hand of 
the federal health agencies.” 

No specifics were provided, with Gottlieb saying only, ““You 
could mandate certain rules about what is and isn’t permissible 
when it comes to allowing people to have exemptions.” Right 
now, only three states do not allow non-medical exemptions. But 
Gottlieb said he is “deeply skeptical” of those exemptions. 

Gottlieb’s comments come amid a broader global war on in- 
formed consent, religious freedom, and parental rights in vacci- 
nation. Citing the United Nations World Health Organization, the 
New York Times ina January 19 article called for state and federal 
authorities to crack down on vaccine skeptics. In the editorial, 
headlined “How to Inoculate Against Anti-Vaxxers,” the Times 
called on states to emulate California, where Big Pharma-funded 
lawmakers eliminated personal-belief exemptions in 2015. 

But critics are fighting back. President Barbara Loe Fisher of 
the National Vaccine Information Center, which opposes vac- 


cination mandates, slammed the exploitation of a few measles 
cases to push draconian policies. “It is highly inappropriate for 
federal officials, particularly the commissioner of the FDA who 
is legally responsible for regulating vaccines, to threaten state 
legislators with federal action if they do not tighten exemption 
laws,” she told THE NEW AMERICAN in a phone interview, adding 
that vaccine laws have always been a state issue, dating back to a 
1905 Supreme Court case. “It is our position that the federal gov- 
ernment should not be interfering in what is clearly a state issue.” 

As well, if vaccinations really provide immunity, only those 
who are not vaccinated should experience illness. 


Scott 


Gottlieb 


CBO: National Debt to Nearly Double by 2029 


The national debt clock just clicked over $22 trillion. But ac- 
cording to the latest report from the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO), published in January, wait ’til 2029! That clock will be 
approaching $36 trillion. 

The CBO adds details, clarifying who has loaned the $22 tril- 
lion to the federal government. Seventy-three percent has been 
loaned by private investors, bond mutual funds, and pension 
plans seeking “safety and security.” The rest was loaned to the 
U.S. Treasury by agencies of the federal government — they’re 
called intra-governmental loans — such as spending the FICA 


payroll taxes that come into Social Security in exchange for spe- 
cial government bonds. Today the public owns $16.1 trillion of 
the federal government’s $22 trillion debt. By fiscal year 2029, 
11 years from now, the public will have loaned the government 
nearly $29 trillion, an increase of more than 80 percent. 

The authors of the report issued the usual warnings: “Such a 
high and rising debt would have significant consequences, both 
for the economy and for the federal budget.... As interest rates 
continue to rise toward more typical levels, federal spending on 
interest payments would increase substantially. Because federal 
borrowing reduces national savings over time, the nation’s capi- 
tal stock ultimately would be smaller, and productivity and total 
wages would be lower.” There’s also the increasing risk that the 
“public” might not be so willing to loan money to the government 
unless they received much more than “typical” interest rates. 

The usual suspects are blamed for the skyrocketing deficits, 
adding to the national debt: the aging of the population (and its 
demand for entitlements), the rising costs of healthcare for the 
elderly, and rising interest payments. 

Under the assumption that “existing laws governing taxes and 
spending generally remain unchanged,” the CBO concludes that 
the extraction of capital from the private market will slow the 
economy drastically. It forecasts annual growth rates of less than 
two percent a year as the debt burden on the economy continues 
to grow. 
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\housands of leading globalists, 
communists, Islamists, and others 

. from around the world converged 

on the Arabian Peninsula February 10-12 
for the World Government Summit. Their 
goal: promote technocratic globalism and 
plot the future of what they often call their 
“New World Order.” Senior officials from 
the United Nations, the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund, the Euro- 
pean Union, Communist China, central 
banks, and even the Trump administration 
showed up to mingle with heads of state 
and advocates of Islamic Sharia law from 
across the region. Even Pope Francis deliv- 
ered a message. As usual, despite top U.S. 
media outlets partnering with the summit, 
the establishment press in the United States 
largely failed to inform Americans about it. 

One of the key goals of the summit was 
advancing the implementation of the UN Sustainable Develop- 
ment Goals, often referred to as UN Agenda 2030. UN Deputy 
Secretary-General Amina Mohammed opened the summit by 
demanding that the radical UN scheme be implemented to avoid 
“life-threatening consequences for billions of people.” UN “High 
Commissioner for the 2030 Agenda” Cristina Gallach echoed the 
hysteria. And throughout the summit, more than a few speakers 
touted the controversial UN agenda as if it were the key to saving 
humanity from every problem under the sun. 

The UN goals, as this magazine has documented, include na- 
tional and global wealth redistribution, government control over 
the economy, globalist indoctrination of all children, surrendering 
more sovereignty to global institutions, and much more. They 
are essentially a “master plan for humanity,” as UN bosses put it, 
to build a global technocratic government that would dominate 
every facet of human existence. 

And the line-up of speakers was universally supportive of 
the agenda. In an address delivered to the World Government 
Summit after signing a controversial agreement with a top Sunni 
Muslim imam, Pope Francis, a fervent advocate of UN Agenda 
2030, offered his “best wishes” for the work of summit attendees. 
Urging cooperation to address the “problems of each person in 
the global village,” the pope called for more environmentalism 
while using leftist rhetoric to drive a wedge between “people” 
and “capital and economic interests.” 

Globalists were everywhere at the event. IMF boss Christine 
Lagarde, who suggested the IMF might be moved from Wash- 
ington to Beijing, was a key speaker. Other leading globalist 
managers speaking at the summit included the scandal-plagued 
chief of the UN World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) Francis Gurry, who has come under fire for retaliat- 
ing against whistleblowers and trying to have a reporter pros- 
ecuted. UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
chief Audrey Azoulay, a socialist working to standardize the 
indoctrination of children worldwide, spoke as well. UN Devel- 


International Monetary Fund Managing Director Christine Lagarde gestures at moderator 
Richard Quest, while speaking during the World Government Summit in Dubai. 


opment Program boss Achim Steiner, UNICEF boss Henrietta 
Fore, UN General Assembly President Maria Espinoza, World 
Food Programme chief David Beasley, totalitarian-minded UN 
Sustainable Development Goals peddler Jeffery Sachs, World 
Economic Forum boss Klaus Schwab, and numerous other glo- 
balist leaders spoke there, too. 

Among the prominent “media partners” of the World Govern- 
ment Summit listed on the website were the New York Times, 
the Financial Times, Bloomberg, CNBC, the kingpins at CNN, 
Sky News (owned by the owner of Fox News), and many others. 
It was not clear how they were expected to maintain impartial- 
ity about the agenda while also sponsoring the summit. Arianna 
Huffington of the left-wing website Huffington Post and CNN 
International anchor Becky Anderson even spoke there, along 
with other media personalities. But as usual, there was very little 
coverage of the event in American media, perhaps because top 
globalists tend to openly promote globalism in a way that would 
alarm the U.S. public and jeopardize the agenda. 

Aside from the major media outlets, Big Business partnered 
with the World Government Summit. Companies included Mas- 
tercard; KPMG; Deloitte, McKinsey & Company, and many 
other Big Business affiliates. A broad array of “global gover- 
nance” institutions partnered with the world government ped- 
dlers, too, including the UN, the IMF, the World Health Or- 
ganization, the World Bank, the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development , the World Trade Organization, 
WIPO, and more. 

While the establishment media keep Americans divided and 
distracted with deception and frivolity, globalists are dropping 
the mask and coming out of the closet for all to see. It seems 
everyone is welcome in the emerging New World Order except 
patriotic Americans and Christian conservatives. Liberty-loving 
Americans must expose the subversive globalist agenda before it 
snuffs out liberty, prosperity, and Western Christian civilization 
worldwide. 
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’ Gaffe Displayed in Lights 

“Hey AOC, this billboard cost about $4,000. But you cost New York 25,000 jobs and $4,000,000,000 
in annual lost wages. Ouch!” 

Paid for by Texas-based Job Creators Network, the message on a billboard in Times Square started 
with, “Thanks for nothing, AOC!” It was a response to the work of Representative Alexandria Ocasio- 
Cortez (D-N. Y.) persuading Amazon to scrap plans to create an eastern headquarters in New York City. 


Warren Attacks Trump, Surprises No One 

“Are we going to allow him to divide us? By the time we 
get to 2020, Donald Trump may not even be president. In 
fact, he may not even be a free person.” 

Campaigning in Iowa, Senator Elizabeth Warren (D- 
Mass.) raised plenty of eyebrows with her blunt suggestions 
about the outcome of investigations into President Trump & 
past. She later claimed she was referring only to allegations 
issued by others. 


Huge National Debt Gets Noticed Elizabeth 
“My principal fear is that all this irresponsible borrowing Warren 
amounts to intergenerational theft. It’s like a couple in their 
40s deciding to borrow money to sustain a lavish lifestyle and then leaving the debts for their kids to 
pay off after they’re gone.” 

Pointing to the $22 trillion worth of acknowledged debt on the governments books and the even larger un- 
funded obligations of Medicare and Social Security, former Obama administration Treasury Department 
official Steven Rattner says it’s time to stop the wild spending and start paying down what America owes. 


Wikimedia Commons/Edward Kimmel 


Hungary’s Leader Pleads for More Babies 

“We are living in times when fewer and fewer children are being born 
throughout Europe. Some people in the West are responding to this with 
immigration. Hungarians see this in a different light. We do not need 
numbers; we need Hungarian children.” 

Offering university scholarships to those who promise to stay in Hungary, 
and citizenship to ethnic Hungarians living in other countries, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban also announced the unusual step of cancelling 
the income tax for any woman who has four or more children. 


Viktor 
Orban 


Columnist Reminds Readers of Obama Radicalism 

“On climate regulation and health care, President Obama used the presi- 
dential pen to pursue policies denied him by Congress, and on immigration he made a more dramatic 
leap — claiming a power he himself had previously abjured and offering a provisional legal status to 
about half of the illegal immigrant population.” 

In his New York Times column, Ross Douthat saw fit to liken some of President Trump s moves to the 
condemnable conduct of former President Obama. 


Wikimedia Commons/European People’s Party 


Senator Charges “Green New Deal” Will Radically Remake America 
“Over the last two weeks or so, what we’ve seen is not so much the 
Democratic Party going over the cliff, but the Democratic Party showing 
its true colors, that they truly do want power to radically remake every 
American’s life by banning vehicles and banning air travel, and even ban- 
ning cows.” 

The radical “Green New Deal” unveiled by Senator Ed Markey (D- 
Mass.) and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) was 


strongly condemned by Senator Tom Cotton (R-Ark.). But it was quick- 5 
ly endorsed by Democratic presidential candidates Elizabeth Warren, = 
Bernie Sanders, Amy Klobuchar, Kamala Harris, Kirsten Gillibrand, 5 
and Cory Booker. @ Sin 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. McCMANus Cotton 8 
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Both Special Counsel Robert Mueller and the Senate Intelligence Committee are wrapping 
up investigations into claims of Trump/Russia collusion — with no evidence of collusion. 


by C. Mitchell Shaw 


fter two years of leaving no stone 
(real or imaginary) unturned in 
its investigation, the Senate In- 


telligence Committee is in the final stages 
of its Trump/Russia collusion investiga- 
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tion and winding down to a conclusion. 
And similar to the House Intelligence 
Committee — which ended its investiga- 
tion last year — the Senate Intelligence 
Committee did not find “anything that 
would suggest there was collusion by the 
Trump campaign and Russia,” according 


to Senator Richard Burr (R-N.C.), chair- 
man of the committee. 

Burr’s concise and articulate comment 
was made during an interview with CBS 
News for an article that was published 
online the first week of February. In that 
interview, Burr could not have been more 
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clear or less ambiguous: “If we write a 
report based upon the facts that we have, 
then we don’t have anything that would 
suggest there was collusion by the Trump 
campaign and Russia.” 

That statement — hinting that the com- 
mittee may release its report in coming 
weeks or months — comes after two years 
during which the committee interviewed 
more than 200 witnesses and reviewed 
more than 300,000 pages of documents. 
Given the depth and breadth of the inves- 
tigation and lengths to which investiga- 
tors went, it seems clear that if there were 
evidence of collusion, it would have been 
uncovered. Instead, as Burr’s comment 
makes clear, no such evidence has come 
to light. The week after his interview with 
CBS News, Burr broke it down into even 
smaller pieces for people who may have 
mistaken his previous statement, telling 
NBC News for an online article, “There is 
no factual evidence of collusion between 
the Trump campaign and Russia.” 

There is no honest way to interpret that 
other than to conclude that after two years, 
300,000 pages, and 200 interviews, the 
committee has found nothing that shows 
collusion between the Trump campaign 
and Russia. 


Democrats Cling to the Narrative 

Not surprisingly, Democrats pretend oth- 
erwise, while hoping against hope that 
something — anything — will come out 
that they can use to prop up the failing nar- 
rative of Trump/Russia collusion. 

Vice Chairman of the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee Mark Warner (D-Va.) 
was quick to muddy the waters with base- 
less and unfounded accusations, claim- 
ing that “there’s never been a campaign 
in American history ... that people affili- 
ated with the campaign had as many ties 
with Russia as the Trump campaign did.” 
It seems Warner is pretending not to be 
aware of the campaign of his good friend 
Hillary Clinton — going all the way back 
to Clinton’s tenure as secretary of state. 
(See the sidebar on page 12.) 

And while Warner told reporters on 
February 12 that he disagrees with Burr’s 
characterization of the evidence, he re- 
fused to offer any rebuttal, saying, “I’m 
not going to get into any conclusions I 
have.” Warner’s silence on the subject is 
deafening — especially coming on the 
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Burr could not have been more clear or less 
ambiguous: “If we write a report based upon the 
facts that we have, then we don’t have anything that 
would suggest there was collusion by the Trump 


Campaign and Russia.” 


heels of saying he disagrees with Burr’s 
summary. One is left to ask: If Warner had 
some concrete reason for his disagreeing, 
wouldn’t he say so? 

Warner is not the only Democrat to 
downplay Burr’s remarks, but even the 
others quoted in the NBC News article 
stopped short of disputing Burr’s charac- 
terization that there is no evidence “that 
would suggest there was collusion by the 
Trump campaign and Russia.” The NBC 
News article stated that “Democratic Sen- 
ate investigators who spoke to NBC News 
on condition of anonymity did not dispute 
Burr’s characterizations, but said they 
lacked context.” 

But those Democratic Senate investiga- 
tors did not fill in the context they claim is 
lacking — opting instead to grasp at straws 
and cast aspersions. One Democratic aide is 


Senators speaking: Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Richard Burr 


quoted as opining, “We were never going to 
find a contract signed in blood saying, ‘Hey 
Vlad, we’re going to collude.’” As if that is 
all that’s missing here. 

And trotting out tired, old lines from the 
past two years, one Democratic Senate in- 
vestigator said, “Donald Trump, Jr. made 
clear in his messages that he was willing 
to accept help from the Russians,” add- 
ing, “Trump publicly urged the Russians 
to find Clinton’s missing emails.” 

Of course, far from providing missing 
“context,” both of those episodes are well 
known and would certainly have been part 
of the “evidence” considered by the com- 
mittee. That means, of course, that they 
are taken into context in Burr’s assertion 
that the committee saw no evidence “that 
would suggest there was collusion by the 
Trump campaign and Russia.” 


(R-N.C., shown right) 
stated clearly that the committee is winding down its investigation and has found no evidence of 
collusion. The ranking Democrat on the committee, Senator Mark Warner (D-Va., shown center) 
says he disagrees, but offers no reason for his disagreement. 
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To put in the for-what-it’s-worth col- 
umn, both of those claims are bogus. 

First, Donald Trump, Jr.’s willingness to 
“accept help from the Russians” was not 
— by any honest person’s definition — 
anything like collusion; it was opposition 
research. He believed he had an opportuni- 
ty to get information on Clinton that would 
hurt her campaign. Furthermore, the 
phrase “from the Russians” is ambiguous 
and misleading — likely deliberately so. 
Don, Jr.’s meeting was not with a Russian 
official, but with Russian lawyer Natalia 
Veselnitskaya, a private Russian citizen 
who claimed she had information damag- 
ing to Clinton. This is not the smoking gun 
proponents of the collusion narrative like 
to pretend it is. In fact, opposition research 
is a normal part of politics, like it or not. 

As for Trump having “publicly urged 
the Russians to find Clinton’s missing 
emails,” this is less of an issue than Don, 
Jr.’s meeting with Veselnitskaya for two 
related reasons. First, it was not a seri- 


ous request for digital intel from a foreign 
power, but a politically expedient sound 
bite intended to gain points at a press con- 
ference. Because far from the way it has 
been portrayed in the liberal mainstream 
media, what Trump actually said cannot 
honestly be interpreted as “Trump public- 
ly urg[ing] the Russians to find Clinton’s 
missing emails.” What Trump actually 
said on July 27, 2016 — after publicly de- 
nying for the umpteenth time that he has 
any ties to Russia — was: 


If it is Russia [that hacked both the 
DNC and Clinton campaign e-mails], 
it’s really bad for a different reason. 
Because it shows how little respect 
they have for our country when they 
would hack into a major party and get 
everything. 

But it would be interesting to 
see — I will tell you this, Russia, if 
you’re listening, I hope you’re able to 
find the 30,000 emails that are miss- 


corn 
Ml story Het 


ing. I think you will probably be re- 
warded mightily by our press. 


Second, to the logical mind, this episode 
actually dispels the spectre of collusion. 
If Trump was colluding with the Russian 
government, he would not have needed 
to make any public request of Russia; he 
would simply have passed it along through 
his handlers. But logic, as the American 
people have seen for the past two years, 
has nothing to do with the Trump/Russia 
collusion narrative. 


No Collusion 

Against all of that “context,” Burr’s pub- 
lic statements that his committee did not 
find “anything that would suggest there 
was collusion by the Trump campaign 
and Russia” and that “there is no factual 
evidence of collusion between the Trump 
campaign and Russia” stand out in sharp 
relief. No evidence was found because 
there is no evidence to find. 


The Big Lie: Real Clinton-Russia Conspiracy 


thief, as he points to an in- 

nocent man, allowing the 
thief to blend into the crowd and escape 
while the crowd’s attention is misdi- 
rected. The “Trump-Russia collusion” 
meme, launched by Hillary Clinton and 
her Deep State intelligence and media 
confreres, is one of history’s greatest 
examples of political misdirection and 
the principle of reversal. 

Two years of intensive investigation 
by Robert Mueller’s special counsel 
team and all the gumshoe reporters of 
the establishment press have produced 
no evidence of a Trump-Putin-Rus- 


GG S top! Thief!” So yells the real 


or conspiring with Russia in the 2016 
elections involves Hillary Clinton, the 
Democratic National Committee, and 
Clinton’s Deep State confederates in 
the FBI, CIA, DOJ, and the media: 

¢ The infamous “Steele dossier,” a 
political hit piece aimed at discrediting 
Donald Trump with unsubstantiated 
claims of salacious sexual activities 
and financial ties in Russia, was put 
together by former British spy Chris- 
topher Steele, who used anonymous 
Russian sources, including “former” 
KGB-FSB agents. The thoroughly dis- 
credited Steele dossier, a dirty-tricks 
effort paid for by Hillary Clinton, the 


sia cabal. However, the massive media obsession with the false 
Trump-Russia charge has allowed the very real Clinton-Russia col- 
lusion/conspiracy to go virtually unchallenged and unexamined. 

So we provide here a very brief summation of critical facts 
that are liable to be forgotten, or to have been missed, by many 
Americans. We have covered these points in great detail in previ- 
ous articles. 

We note that the only solid evidence of Americans colluding 
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Democratic National Committee, and the FBI, was, therefore, the 
product of collusion with Russian intelligence. 

¢ Since standard intelligence procedure is to assume that “for- 
mer” KGB-FSB agents are still active agents (and it is impossible 
to know otherwise), it is reasonable to surmise that Putin aided 
the Steele-Clinton effort because he wanted to discredit Trump, 
not Clinton. 

¢ Utilizing Christopher Steele and his bogus dossier, Demo- 
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It is noteworthy that this is the exact 
conclusion reached by the House Intel- 
ligence Committee last year. The logi- 
cal conclusion of the lack of evidence 
after the myriad investigations is that the 
Trump campaign did not engage in collu- 
sion with Russia. 

That point is further indicated by the 
fact that Justice Department and congres- 
sional sources have been reported to have 
said that Mueller is close to wrapping up 
his investigation, as well. So far — after 
nearly two years of conducting an in- 
vestigation so wide-ranging that it could 
justly be called a free-rein investigation 
— Mueller has not produced one shred of 
evidence related to collusion between the 
Trump campaign and Russia. 

While nearly 40 people have been in- 
dicted as a result of the Mueller investi- 
gation, none have been charged with col- 
lusion. The closest Mueller has come to 
that elusive target is his charging 13 Rus- 
sian nationals and three Russian compa- 


— 
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a. 


Rightly should quit quietly: Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation is also winding down, 
according to officials who have knowledge of the investigation. After two years, the Mueller probe 
has not shown any evidence of collusion — none of the multiple indictments stemming from the 
probe have been related to collusion. 


crat operative Glenn Simpson and his 
Fusion GPS company that had hired 
Steele for Clinton orchestrated a cam- 
paign of leaks to the anti-Trump press 
by anti-Trump federal officials. 

¢ John Brennan, CIA director under 
President Obama and a rabid Hillary 
Clinton partisan, used the Steele dos- 
sier to push FBI Director James Comey 
to open a Trump-Russia investigation. 

¢ Brennan leaked contents of the 
Steele dossier to the press and used 
the dossier to brief Democrat Sena- 
tor Harry Reid, then Senate minority 
leader. 

* Following his Steele briefing from 
Brennan, Senator Reid demanded the FBI investigate the “di- 
rect connection between the Russian government and Donald 
Trump’s presidential campaign.” 

¢ Andrew McCabe, then-FBI deputy director, testified before 
the House Intelligence Committee in December 2017 that with- 
out Steele’s information, the FBI could not have secured its (il- 
legal) surveillance warrant against low-level Trump campaign 
official Carter Page. 
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¢ The infamous Trump Tower 
meeting between Trump campaign 
officials and Russian lawyer Nata- 
lia Veselnitskaya, played up by the 
anti-Trump media, was a trap laid by 
Team Clinton. The Putin-connected 
Veselnitskaya was a client of Fusion 
GPS and met with Glenn Simpson 
before and after the Trump Tower 
meeting. 

The above-mentioned points barely 
scratch the surface of the Hillary Clin- 
ton-Russia collusion story. They also 
don’t even get into the many other 
pertinent areas outside of the 2016 
election: The Clinton Foundation’s 
extensive financial ties to Putin’s Russia; Secretary of State Hill- 
ary Clinton’s facilitation of the transfer of vast amounts of tech- 
nology to Skolkovo (Putin’s new Silicon Valley); the transfer to 
Russia of Uranium One, the source of 20-25 percent of America’s 
uranium; and the Clintons’ ties, along with her campaign chair- 
man John Podesta, to billionaire oligarch Viktor Vekselberg, a 
Putin crony. & 

— WILLIAM F. JASPER 
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Clearly stated: Senator Richard Burr has said that after two years of investigation, the testimony 
of more than 200 witnesses, and the information in 300,000 pages of documents, his committee 
doesn’t “have anything that would suggest there was collusion by the Trump campaign and Russia,” 
later clarifying, “There is no factual evidence of collusion between the Trump campaign and Russia.” 


nies with conspiracy, related to a Russian 
propaganda effort designed to interfere 
with the 2016 elections, and Mueller’s 
charging 12 officers of Russia’s military 
intelligence service with crimes related 
to the hacking and leaking of DNC and 
Clinton campaign e-mails in 2016. 

It seems obvious to everyone except 
those married to the collusion narrative that 
if the Trump campaign had been colluding 
with Russia, at least someone would have 
been indicted by Mueller for collusion. 


Network Media Blackout 

While Burr’s statements about the Senate 
Intelligence Committee’s failure to find 
any evidence of collusion should have led 
the news cycle, the exact opposite was 
true: The mainstream networks that have 
given major coverage to everything re- 
lated to allegations of Trump/Russia col- 
lusion completely ignored this new de- 
velopment. The Media Research Center 
took the time to calculate the coverage 
ABC, CBS, and NBC gave to the collu- 
sion narrative. It totals 2,202 minutes of 
air time. To put that in perspective, if you 
spent Monday through Friday and took a 
30-minute lunch break each day, watch- 
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ing that coverage would be a full-time 
job for that week. Watching the network 
coverage for the statements by Burr that 
there is no evidence of collusion would 
take exactly zero seconds. 

Only after Warner disagreed with 
Burr’s “characterization” did ABC run 
a segment — and that segment focused 
on Warner’s remarks. On February 13 — 
two days after Burr’s statements — Good 
Morning America s George Stephanopou- 
los seized the opportunity afforded by 
Warner’s rebuttal-without-substance to 
report that Republicans and Democrats 
on the committee were “at odds over the 
conclusion of their investigation.” That 
entire segment was a whopping 50 sec- 
onds, in which Burr’s remarks served 
merely as a reference for Warner’s state- 
ment that he “respectfully disagrees.” 

ABC’s | senior 
congressional cor- 
respondent Mary 
Bruce spent 14 of 
those 50 seconds 
accusing President 
Trump of “seizing 
on all this, tweeting, 
and falsely claiming 


that the Senate Intelligence Committee 
has now concluded that there is no evi- 
dence of collusion.” 

So having ignored the story while ap- 
parently waiting for something to occur 
that would allow them to spin it to fit the 
collusion narrative, ABC used Warner’s 
remarks as a jumping off point to accuse 
President Trump of “falsely claiming” 
exactly what the chairman of Senate In- 
telligence Committee explicitly stated: 
There is no evidence of collusion be- 
tween the Trump campaign and Russia. 

Neither NBC nor CBS — which had 
the exclusive interview with Burr for its 
online report — gave any airtime at all to 
the story. It is a strange thing when a net- 
work ignores its own exclusive. But then 
again, the exclusive doesn’t fit the narra- 
tive. And ignoring the narrative does not 
appear to be an option. 


Coming to an End? 

While Burr was clear to say that the com- 
mittee is not quite finished with its work 
and he did not place a timeline on the re- 
lease of an official report, he did indicate 
that it will be sooner, rather than later. He 
told CBS News, “We know we’re getting 
to the bottom of the barrel because there 
are not new questions that we’re search- 
ing for answers to.” 

It is little wonder, after more than two 
years of digging, reading, interviewing, 
and investigating — only to find noth- 
ing of significance — that there are no 
new questions. That means, of course, 
that there will be no new answers. And 
Chairman Burr has clearly concluded that 
there was no collusion. 

While there will almost certainly be a 
Democrat rebuttal to the official report 
once it is released, it seems as if that 
official report will exonerate President 
Trump once again. Not that that will mat- 
ter to Democrats, and their rebuttal then 
will likely make no more sense than their 
rebuttal now. 
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FBI [TRIED TO 
TAKE OUT, TRUMP 


Andrew McCabe, the former deputy director of the FBI, 
confessed that he and others talked about using the 

25th Amendment (illegally) to remove President Trump 
from office. 


R. Cort Kirkwood 


t was a stunning moment. A highly 
| placed Deep State operative told the 
truth. 

Andrew McCabe, the former deputy 
director of the FBI, confessed on 60 Min- 
utes that he, Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein, and others discussed invoking 
the 25th Amendment to the federal Con- 
stitution to overthrow the president of the 
United States. 

The 25th enables the vice president 
and Cabinet to remove the president if 
they judge him incapable of doing his job, 
which 1s what McCabe, Rosenstein, and 
others were, apparently, prepared to argue, 
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presumably because Trump is “mentally 
ill.” Why they would tread this rocky con- 
stitutional path is something of a mystery. 
After all, Trump might have obstructed 
justice when he fired FBI chieftain James 
Comey, McCabe suggested, to block the 
FBI’s probe into the president’s “collu- 
sion” with Russia to win the presidency. 
That would be an impeachable offense, as 
would something else McCabe suggested: 
that Trump was a Russian agent. 

Yet as far-fetched as invoking the 25th 
Amendment would seem, a few politicians 
quickly suggested McCabe was right. 
Presidential candidate Elizabeth Warren, 
the senator from Massachusetts who lied 
for 35 years about being an Indian, said 


ote STORY 


By hook or by crook: Deep Staters and the 
hard Left had been discussing removing the 
president from office before he was even 
elected, either by impeachment or by declaring 
him unable to fulfill his duties as provided by 
the 25th Amendment to the Constitution. 


somewhat paraliptically that administra- 
tion officials must remove Trump if they 
think he cannot do his job. 

“My point here is that if they believe 
that Donald Trump cannot fulfill the ob- 
ligations of his office, then they have a 
constitutional responsibility to invoke the 
25th amendment,” she said. “Their loyalty 
under law is not to him personally. It is to 
the Constitution of the United States and 
to the people of United States.” 

Representative Eric Swalwell of Cali- 
fornia agreed, and President George W. 
Bush’s former ethics attorney, Richard 
Painter, declared that Trump is mentally 
ill. “The president is not well at all men- 
tally. I think he’s an extreme narcissist,” 
Painter said three days after Trump de- 
clared a national emergency to build a 
wall. “It’s unconstitutional. It’s illegal,” 
fumed Painter, who added: “He is going 
to do enormous damage to the Republican 
Party which is going to split right down 
the middle over this, and we really need to 
keep in mind that this is because the presi- 
dent is not well.” 

Painter is entitled to his opinion, but 
opinions are like noses. We all have one. 
His opinion of Trump’s mental health is 
of no more import than the opinion of a 
MAGA hat-wearing crane operator. Paint- 
er is a lawyer, not a psychiatrist. 

Not that many in the skull-doctoring 
trade don’t have their opinions of Trump. 
More than a few concur with the amateur’s 
diagnosis. Trump is crazy, they say, and 
must be removed with the 25th. 

Indeed, the smart set has discussed tak- 
ing down Trump with the 25th almost as 
long as it has discussed impeachment, 
which began before he was elected. Mc- 
Cabe’s admissions concern discussions 
with Rosenstein in 2017, and other offi- 
cials had the same idea. 

And in September 2018, an anony- 
mous administration official, writing in 
the New York Times, declared himself 
“Part of the Resistance Inside the Trump 
Administration.” 
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High hurdle: In order to remove President Trump from office under the 25th Amendment, Vice 
President Pence would need to agree that the president is unfit to continue serving. 


“Given the instability many witnessed,” 
he — or she — wrote, “there were early 
whispers within the cabinet of invoking 
the 25th Amendment, which would start 
a complex process for removing the presi- 
dent. But no one wanted to precipitate a 
constitutional crisis. So we will do what 
we can to steer the administration in the 
right direction until — one way or another 
— it’s over.” 


The 25th Amendment 
Whoever that resistance member was, he 
— or she — was right about one thing. A 
move against Trump with the 25th would 
precipitate a crisis. That is because the 
25th, again, provides detailed directions 
and requires a particular reason for re- 
moving a president. Its history and lan- 
guage show it is intended to enable the 
president’s removal when the president is 
incapacitated mentally or physically. 

The 25th answers what it means to be 
“incapacitated,” and other questions. 

Running through the amendment from 
beginning to end, we find that Section 
1 says: “In case of the removal of the 
President from office or of his death or 
resignation, the Vice President shall be- 
come President.” That covered the el- 
evation of Gerald Ford to the presidency 
when President Nixon resigned. Section 
2 says the president nominates a new vice 
president, whom a majority of the whole 


16 


Congress must approve, when that office 
becomes vacant. That covered Ford’s el- 
evation from Congress to the vice presi- 
dency when Vice President Spiro Agnew 
resigned, and Ford’s selection of Nelson 
Rockefeller as vice president. 

Section 3 permits the president, if un- 
able to do his job, to transfer his powers 
temporarily to the vice president but re- 
sume them when ready. The president 
might use this provision if he required an- 
esthesia for a medical procedure. 

And the final provision, Section 4, is the 
applicable codicil of the amendment vis- 
a-vis Trump, i.e., that Trump is unable to 
discharge his duties because he’s mad as a 
March hare: 


Whenever the Vice President and a 
majority of either the principal of- 
ficers of the executive departments 
or of such other body as Congress 
may by law provide, transmit to the 
President pro tempore of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives their written declaration 
that the President is unable to dis- 
charge the powers and duties of his 
office, the Vice President shall imme- 
diately assume the powers and duties 
of the office as Acting President. 
Thereafter, when the President 
transmits to the President pro tem- 
pore of the Senate and the Speaker 
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of the House of Representatives his 
written declaration that no inability 
exists, he shall resume the powers 
and duties of his office unless the 
Vice President and a majority of ei- 
ther the principal officers of the ex- 
ecutive department or of such other 
body as Congress may by law pro- 
vide, transmit within four days to the 
President pro tempore of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives their written decla- 
ration that the President is unable to 
discharge the powers and duties of 
his office. Thereupon Congress shall 
decide the issue, assembling within 
forty-eight hours for that purpose 
if not in session. If the Congress, 
within twenty-one days after receipt 
of the latter written declaration, or, 
if Congress is not in session, within 
twenty-one days after Congress is 
required to assemble, determines by 
two-thirds vote of both Houses that 
the President is unable to discharge 
the powers and duties of his office, 
the Vice President shall continue to 
discharge the same as Acting Presi- 
dent; otherwise, the President shall 
resume the powers and duties of his 
office. 


Note that Section 4 requires not only a 
majority of Cabinet members but also the 
vice president to judge the president inca- 
pable of doing his job. And even if they 
declare him unable to do so, he can chal- 
lenge their decision and force a vote of the 
full Congress. 

So in Trump’s case, even if what Mc- 
Cabe says is true — that the deputy attor- 
ney general was counting heads — invok- 
ing the 25th Amendment was a nonstarter 
without the cooperation of Vice President 
Mike Pence. 


Dershowitz: It Was a Coup Attempt 
But more important than that was what 
McCabe’s confession meant. Leftist law- 
yer Alan Dershowitz explained it for Fox 
talker Tucker Carlson. The discussions at 
the FBI were, for all intents and purpos- 
es, tantamount to treason, an “attempted 
coup d’état.” 

“Let’s assume the president of the Unit- 
ed States was in bed with the Russians, 
committed treason, committed obstruction 
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of justice. The 25th Amendment simply is 
irrelevant to that,” Dershowitz explained. 
“That’s why you have an impeachment 
provision.” 

On that note, again, McCabe alleged 
just such an impeachable offense: Trump’s 
attempt to quash the investigation of Rus- 
sian “collusion,” not least by firing FBI 
Director James Comey. 

Whether McCabe and his cabal dis- 
cussed impeachment he didn’t say, but 
at any rate Dershowitz explained what 
the 25th is for. “The 25th amendment is 
about Woodrow Wilson having a stroke,” 
he said. “It’s about a president being shot 
and not being able to perform his office. 
It’s not about the most fundamental dis- 
agreements. It’s not about impeachable 
offenses.” 

McCabe and the boys at the FBI, Der- 
showitz said, shouldn’t even have dis- 
cussed the 25th: 


And any Justice Department offi- 
cial who even mentioned the 25th 
amendment in the context of Presi- 
dent Trump has committed a griev- 
ous offense against the Constitution. 
The framers of the 25th Amendment 
had in mind something very specific, 
and trying to use the 25th amendment 
to circumvent the impeachment pro- 
visions or to circumvent an election 
is a despicable act of unconstitutional 
power-grabbing.... 

And the 25th Amendment is as 
clear as could be. Incapacity. Un- 
able to perform office. That’s what 
you need. That’s why you need two- 
thirds of the House and two-thirds of 
the Senate agreeing. And it has to be 
on the basis of a medical or psycho- 
logical incapacity. Not on the basis of 
even the most extreme crimes. Which 
there’s no evidence were committed. 

But even if they were, that would 
not be a basis for invoking the 25th 
Amendment.... It’s an attack on 
our system. It’s an attack on our 
Constitution. 


Indeed it would be, as two writers for 
Politico argued after the administration’s 
sneaky “Resistance” mole surfaced to 
graze the verdant editorial pasture of the 
Times. Writing for the webzine in 2018, 
analyst Rebecca Lubot and Professor 
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The 25th Amendment controls the line of succession 
when the president is incapable of doing his job, 

which is what McCabe, Rosenstein, and others were, 
apparently, prepared to argue, presumably because 


Trump is “mentally ill.” 


David Greenberg detailed the reasons 
Congress passed and the states ratified the 
25th. The Constitution was unclear about 
the line of succession should a president 
be unable to do his job. What, for example, 
would have happened if Eisenhower, like 
Wilson, had suffered an incapacitating 
stroke? Or if JFK had not quickly suc- 
cumbed? Agreements were in place for 
Ike and JFK to transfer power to their vice 
presidents. But the Constitution was silent. 
Wrote Lubot and Greenberg: 


In a 1992 book, The President Has 
Been Shot, physician Herbert L. 
Abrams examined the situations 
in which the amendment’s framers 
intended for Sections 3 and 4 to be 
invoked. Section 3 — the temporary 
transfer of power — applied, in his 
judgment, during “planned, major 
surgery,” other surgery requiring 


general anesthesia, and “the use of 
psychoactive drugs in significant 
amounts.” It could also be invoked, 
he said, in the event of “serious pres- 
idential illness”; “the diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s disease or of any other 
progressive, mentally disabling con- 
ditions”; if the president or his physi- 
cian believed “that an illness, injury, 
or emotional condition is interfering 
with his judgment or ability to gov- 
ern”; or during “any anticipated situ- 
ations in which the president will be 
unable to communicate with his gov- 
ernment,” such as a nuclear strike. 
As for Section 4, Abrams said its 
use was more “complicated and deli- 
cate.” It applied during such serious 
situations as “loss of consciousness,” 
“significant alterations of the presi- 
dent’s cognitive faculties or inability 
to communicate,” “serious injury to 


No hiding now: Andrew McCabe, former deputy director of the FBI, confessed on 60 Minutes that 
he, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, and others discussed removing the president using 


the 25th Amendment. 
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More than 1,000 psychiatrists said Senator Barry 
Goldwater was crazy — just like Trump. That claim 
ended in a successful defamation claim for Goldwater. 


the president following an accident 
or attack on his person,” “terminal 
illness,” and “progressive, mentally 
disabling conditions.” 


That last passage, however, is precisely 
what Trump’s opponents have argued, 
particularly those in the psychiatric pro- 
fession. The president, they aver, is nuts. 

John Gartner, a psychologist at Johns 
Hopkins University, created a Facebook 
group called Duty To Warn on election 
day 2016 that still pushes the Trump- 
is-crazy narrative. Then he launched a 
petition at Change.org in 2017 that said 
Trump has “a serious mental illness that 
renders him psychologically incapable 
of competently discharging the duties of 
President of the United States.” Gartner, 
a hard leftist who supports Kamala Harris 
for president, his Facebook page shows, 
wrote likewise in USA Today. He also 
contributed to the book The Dangerous 
Case of Donald Trump: 27 Psychiatrists 
and Mental Health Experts Assess a Pres- 
ident. Gartner “diagnoses” the president 
with “malignant narcissism,” and Duty 
To Warn declares Trump “the American 
Hitler lite” because the president “shares 
the same diagnosis” as Der Fihrer. And, 
Gartner contends, “Trump is in a state of 
predementia.” 

More than 70,000 people signed on to 
Gartner’s petition. Gartner, though, might 
be more narcissistic than Trump. He bra- 
zenly violated the Goldwater Rule, the 
American Psychiatric Association’s man- 
date that, as an ethical matter, a mental 
health professional must not diagnose a 
public official or candidate whom he has 
not examined. APA wrote the rule after a 
magazine claimed that more than 1,000 
psychiatrists said Senator Barry Gold- 
water was crazy — just like Trump. That 
claim ended in a successful defamation 
claim for Goldwater. 

Gartner’s critics in the field weren’t all 
that happy with his “diagnosis.” Psycholo- 
gist Steven Berglas told Psychology Today 
that Gartner’s silly petition is a “temper 
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tantrum” rooted in his political disagree- 
ment with Trump. An expert in narcis- 
sism, Berglas said the president’s behavior 
might well be “choreographed.” Maybe, 
he said, Trump is “throwing paint balls at 
the wall, creating chaos so that he can dial 
it down later to get what he wants.” Too, 
said Berglas, “Many effective leaders are 
narcissists.” 

Another critic (one who doesn’t like 
Trump) essentially agreed. Trump, he 
said, is “evil” and “incompetent.” But 
“his fitness for office should be addressed 
politically.” 

Lubot and Greenberg, whose piece in 
Politico appeared after Gartner began his 
campaign agreed, saying, “Trump has an 
extreme personality, with many nega- 
tive qualities.” And “some might judge 
him to be a grandiose narcissist or even 
a pathological liar. But having a person- 
ality disorder or even certain forms of 
mental illness doesn’t necessarily render 
a president unfit to govern (Lincoln suf- 
fered from depression).” 

Thus, contrary to what McCabe, Rosen- 
stein, or any of the headshrinkers think, 
Lubot and Greenberg wrote, “Trump is not 
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‘unable’ to serve as president, as would be 
required to invoke the 25th Amendment.” 
They continued: 


He is actually a high-achieving, high- 
functioning person who has excelled 
in business, entertainment and now 
politics. He hasn’t suffered from a 
crippling stroke, a psychotic break or 
dementia. He is, we would argue, tem- 
peramentally unsuited to be president 
— but that is a reason to vote against 
him, not to resort to a never-used 
clause in a constitutional amendment. 
If Cabinet officers tried to use Section 
4, Trump would surely challenge them 
in court and in the court of public 
opinion — setting up a constitutional 
crisis that would make the Clinton im- 
peachment and Bush v. Gore look like 
schoolyard spats. 


And that is precisely why Dershowitz so 
quickly lambasted McCabe and called the 
idea of using the 25th Amendment to re- 
move Trump a coup. It would be an uncon- 
stitutional arrogation of power that could 
end in a crisis and lengthy court battle. 
Beyond that, what Gartner and his sup- 
porters seem to be suggesting is something 
much more sinister: Vigorous or even in- 
temperate disagreement with progressive 
policy goals is a sign of mental illness. 
The Left has been pushing that idea for 
years. Psychology Today has published 


His story doesn’t match: Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein has denied the claims that he 
suggested removing the president with the 25th Amendment. 
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Will they turn on him? Removing the president from office under the 25th Amendment would require his vice president and a majority of his 
Cabinet to declare that he is unable to perform his duties. 


at least three articles suggesting that con- 
servatives are mentally ill, one of which 
pondered the question, “Is Political Con- 
servatism a Mild Form of Insanity?” If so, 
then conservatives must be excluded from 
public office and any other responsible 
position, and very possibly incarcerated 
for “treatment.” Such was the fate of dis- 
sidents in the Soviet Union, where dissent 
was, of course, criminalized and a cause 
for “psychiatric treatment.” Considering 
the Left’s success in creating laws crimi- 
nalizing “hate speech” and mandating en- 
hanced penalties for crimes motivated by 
“hate,” the criminalization of dissent by 
“progressive” bright lights such as Gartner 
might not be far in the future. 

Gartner, by the way, has a habit of “di- 
agnosing” those with whom he disagrees. 
It’s one thing to diagnose a long-dead 
genocidal tyrant. It’s another to smear a 
sitting president and his appointees. On 
Facebook, Gartner wrote that “the real 
Brett Kavanaugh is a stone cold psycho- 
pathic Republican political operative.” 
That hysterical execration came not, of 
course, from any real analysis of the Su- 
preme Court justice or his judicial career, 
but from the reminiscences of David 
Brock, to which Gartner linked on his 
Facebook page. Brock is a notorious ho- 
mosexual and former conservative who 
became a cultural Marxist torpedo for 
subversive billionaire and confessed Nazi 
collaborator George Soros. 

The deranged musings of Gartner and 
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his apostles on their Facebook pages un- 
mask their real problem with Trump. He 
isn’t crazy. They just hate him. And thus, 
he must be removed. 


Doomed to Fail 
The psychiatric profession’s Trump de- 
rangement and unhinged loathing of 
conservatives and Republicans aside, un- 
horsing Trump with the lance of the 25th 
Amendment will fail. As a practical matter, 
persuading a majority of the Cabinet, one 
of whom is renowned neurosurgeon Ben 
Carson, and the vice president to stage an 
administrative coup won’t happen. 

As well, Section 4 again permits the 
president to challenge an effort to remove 
him: 


When the President transmits to the 
President pro tempore of the Sen- 
ate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives his written declara- 
tion that no inability exists, he shall 
resume the powers and duties of his 
office unless the Vice President and 
a majority of either the principal of- 
ficers of the executive department or 
of such other body as Congress may 
by law provide, transmit within four 
days to the President pro tempore of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives their writ- 
ten declaration that the President is 
unable to discharge the powers and 
duties of his office. 


Thereupon Congress shall decide 
the issue, assembling within forty- 
eight hours for that purpose if not 
in session. If the Congress, within 
twenty-one days after receipt of the 
latter written declaration, or, if Con- 
gress is not in session, within twenty- 
one days after Congress is required to 
assemble, determines by two-thirds 
vote of both Houses that the Presi- 
dent is unable to discharge the pow- 
ers and duties of his office, the Vice 
President shall continue to discharge 
the same as Acting President; other- 
wise, the President shall resume the 
powers and duties of his office. 


In other words, if Pence and the Cabinet 
declare Trump non compos mentis and 
vote to remove him, the Constitution 
doesn’t say he must pack his bags and head 
back to New York. He can, and would, dis- 
pute any such claim of his inability. Then 
Pence and the Cabinet must provide a sec- 
ond written declaration to the House and 
Senate and after that, two-thirds of both 
chambers must vote to remove him. 

Short of someone leaking video of 
Trump in rug-chewing tantrums such as 
those ascribed to Austria’s most storied 
corporal, Adolf Hitler, whatever the Deep 
State tries, Trump will finish his first term. 
And if the Democratic Party’s Trump de- 
rangement and Gadarene rush to crackpot 
totalitarian socialism continue, he’ll win 
a second. 
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Deep Staters and those who buy into “trade being the number one priority” are pushing 
Trump to end tariffs before passing USMCA. But doing neither would be better. 


“Steeling” the edge off China: Thanks largely to Trump’s 25-percent 
tariffs on foreign-made steel, domestic steel production has 
increased, both putting American steelworkers to work and weaning 
America’s dependence from foreign-made steel imported from 
countries such as China. 


by Christian Gomez 


stablishment lawmakers want to tie passage of the United 
EK States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), the glob- 

alist free trade scheme intended to replace NAFTA, to the 
elimination of President Trump’s tariffs on steel and aluminum 
— despite their positive effect for U.S. business and domestic 
steel production. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


During his weekly press meeting on February 12, 2019, Sen- 
ate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) told 
reporters, “It’s very, very important that the White House get on 
board with doing away with these tariffs so we can get this thing 
not only before the Congress of the United States but before the 
Mexican Senate and before the Parliament, the House of Com- 
mons in Canada.” 

President Trump officially announced the protectionist 25-per- 
cent tariff on steel imports and a 10-percent tariff on aluminum 
imports on March 8, 2018, with the signing of an executive order. 
Trump’s order sought to protect those critical industries, regarded 
as vital to U.S. national security. “A nation that does not protect 
prosperity at home cannot protect its interests abroad,” Trump 
said prior to signing the order. “When it comes time where our 
country can’t make aluminum and steel, you almost don’t have 
much of a country.” 

The Department of Commerce concluded before Trump’s 
executive order that foreign imports of both steel and alumi- 
num were displacing domestic production and thus threatening 
to impair national security. The military heavily relies on steel 
and aluminum to build tanks, armored vehicles, military aircraft, 
aircraft carriers, warships, ammunition, and other military hard- 
ware and ordnance. 

However, Senator Grassley claimed that Trump’s steel and 
aluminum tariffs have been the “biggest impediment” to both 
Canada’s and Mexico’s potential passage of the new USMCA. 
“It’s pretty clear to me after visiting with the foreign minister 
of Canada last week, and the ambassador from Mexico to the 
United States, that they are not going to move until all those 
tariffs are gone,” Grassley said. 

In order for the USMCA to go into effect for all three par- 
ties, the U.S. Congress has to pass implementation legislation 
and the Mexican Senate must ratify it as a treaty, as per both 
the Mexican Constitution and international law, and the Cana- 
dian Parliament must also pass it in order for it to proceed for 
royal assent — the final step for ratification in Canada. Mexico 
and Canada correctly regard both NAFTA and the USMCA as 
treaties, with Mexico officially calling the USMCA the Trat- 
ado entre México, Estados Unidos y Canada (Treaty between 
Mexico, United States, and Canada), abbreviated as T-MEC. 
The fact that they are treaties is ignored in the United States in 
order to bypass the constitutional requirement to gain consent 
via a two-thirds majority vote by the Senate. 

Regarding the president’s tariffs, Grassley continued, “If 
the motive of putting the tariffs on in the first place was to let 
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On August 23, 2018, U.S. Steel Corporation 
announced that it would invest at least $750 million 
to modernize and enhance its 110-year-old flagship 


plant in Gary, Indiana. 


people know that you’re serious about 
doing something, and they’ve done it 
now, they’ve delivered.... Then there’s no 
purpose for the tariffs.” Further adding, 
“That’s how I see it; I don’t know how the 
president sees it.” 

Grassley expressed his full support for 
USMCA, rhetorically asking reporters, 
“What can I do to help the president get 
USMCA passed? And I think I’ve drawn 
the conclusion that my help ought to be, 
‘How do we get off of this business of tar- 
iffs generally?’” 

Grassley’s and other lawmakers’ calls 
for tying the elimination of Trump’s steel 
and aluminum tariffs to the passage of the 
USMCA reveal just how out of touch es- 
tablishment lawmakers are with reality, 
disregarding both national security and the 
positive impact those tariffs have had on 
the nation’s economy in order to promote 
their globalist “free trade” agenda. 


Chuck the tariffs: Establishment lawmakers led by Senator Chuck Grassley (R-lowa) want to tie 


Domestic Steel 

and Aluminum: Winning 

On August 23, 2018, U.S. Steel Corpora- 
tion announced that it would invest at least 
$750 million to modernize and enhance its 
110-year-old flagship plant in Gary, Indi- 
ana. Abby Gras, a spokesperson for the 
Indiana Economic Development Corpora- 
tion, told the Chicago Tribune, “There are 
no committed new jobs at this point, but 
the project will retain the more than 3,800 
jobs in Gary.” 

The 3,800 jobs in the Gary plant were 
protected because of new investments 
that came in the wake of the Trump ad- 
ministration’s tariffs on steel imports. In 
fact, U.S. Steel President and CEO David 
B. Burritt affirmed the good news regard- 
ing President Trump’s trade and tariffs 
policies, stating, “We are experiencing a 
renaissance at U.S. Steel.” According to 
Burritt, the $750 million investment will 


passage of the new globalist USMCA — which Trump wants to pass — with the elimination of 


Trump’s tariffs on steel and aluminum imports. 
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improve the performance of the Gary 
plant and bolster the company’s com- 
petitiveness. 

In March 2018, U.S. Steel also an- 
nounced it was bringing back 500 jobs 
to restart its Granite City Works’ blast 
furnace “B” and steelmaking operations. 
And on June 5, 2018, the company an- 
nounced that it was going to restart a 
second blast furnace at its Granite City 
steelmaking plant. 

Trump’s metal tariffs have also ben- 
efited domestic production of aluminum. 
On August 22, 2018, U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Wilbur Ross and Kentucky 
Governor Matt Bevin celebrated the ex- 
pansion of an aluminum mill in Hawes- 
ville, Kentucky. “We have all of the in- 
gredients to succeed and all we needed 
was the fairly-traded market,” said Jesse 
Gary, the executive vice president of Cen- 
tury Aluminum, who owns the Hawesville 
mill, the largest producer of aluminum in 
the United States. 

Gary also credited Trump’s tariffs with 
allowing Century Aluminum to revitalize 
a derelict part of their mill. “That gave us 
the fairly-traded environment we needed 
in order to restart those lines and so it’s as 
a direct result of that.” 

As THE NEW AMERICAN reported on 
November 30, 2018 online, “Trump’s 
tariffs on steel ‘are creating US jobs and 
stimulating growth,’ the opposite of what 
many mainstream economists predicted.” 
We cited a report from the Coalition for a 
Prosperous America (CPA), a nonpartisan 
trade group representing farmers, ranch- 
ers, manufacturers, and various labor 
groups. 

The CPA report “measured the impact 
of the steel tariffs on the U.S. economy 
and found [according to the report] that 
those ‘steel tariffs, in combination with 
other economic policies [implemented 
by the Trump administration] will drive 
growth of 2.1 million additional jobs in 
2018 ... and an additional 1.2 million jobs 
are expected to be created annually in the 
years 2019 through 2021.’” CPA Research 
Director Jeff Ferry said: 


The performance of the US economy 
since the steel tariff was implemented 
in March [2018] has been outstand- 
ing, with over a million more jobs in 
the US economy today than in March 
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[2018], and GDP growth roughly half 
a point higher than economists had 
predicted. 

Most trade models got this wrong 
due to mistaken assumptions about 
how the economy would react to 
the tariffs. Our improved economic 
model corrects some key mistakes 
in standard economic models and 
incorporates actual economic results 
rather than assumptions. The results 
forecast that the steel tariffs, in com- 
bination with other economic poli- 
cies, will create some 2 million jobs 
this year, with another million more 
to come next year. 


Ferry’s statement was backed up by what 
was at the time “the Federal Reserve’s 
latest industrial production report show- 
ing that U.S. manufacturing output was 
up 2.7 percent year over year, with strong 
production increases in steel-using in- 
dustrials such as machinery (6.9 per- 
cent growth) and aerospace (4.0 percent 
growth).” 

And that same success, as a result of 
Trump’s tariffs, is continuing into 2019. 
On February 11, 2019, U.S. Steel an- 
nounced that it will resume construc- 
tion of its electric arc furnace steelmak- 
ing plant in Fairfield, Alabama. “United 
States Steel Corporation (NYSE: X) today 
announced the restart of construction on 
a technologically advanced electric arc 
furnace (EAF) steelmaking facility at its 
Tubular Operations in Fairfield, Ala., lo- 
cated in Jefferson County,” the statement 
read in part. 

U.S. Steel originally began construction 
of the Fairfield facility in March 2015, but 
had to suspend construction nine months 
later due to unfavorable market condi- 
tions. At the time, President Obama and 
U.S. Trade Representative Michael Fro- 
man were negotiating both the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership and the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership, both of 
which sought to further lower and elimi- 
nate U.S. trade barriers and tariffs with 
countries in the Pacific Rim and with the 
European Union, respectively. 

U.S. Steel President and CEO Burritt 
again credited Trump’s tariffs for resum- 
ing construction on their Fairfield facility. 
“Thanks to the President’s strong trade 
actions and improved market conditions, 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


AP Images 


Giving credit where credit is due: On numerous occasions, U.S. Steel President and CEO David 
B. Burritt has credited President Trump’s trade policies and tariffs for the company’s investment 
and expansion of both its existing and new steel mills across the United States. 


support from the United Steelworkers and 
incentives from the State of Alabama and 
the Jefferson County Commission, we 
are excited to add EAF capabilities to our 
company’s footprint and provide sustain- 
able tubular solutions for our customers,” 
Burritt said. 

The U.S. Steel press release explained 
that the “investment to complete the EAF, 
which includes modernization of the ex- 
isting rounds caster, is expected to be ap- 
proximately $215 million and add about 
150 full-time employees.” According to 
U.S. Steel the EAF steelmaking facil- 
ity “will have an annual capacity of 1.6 
million tons.” Construction is “expected 
to begin immediately and the furnace is 
expected to produce steel rounds in the 
second half of 2020.” 

Eliminating Trump’s 25-percent steel 
and 10-percent aluminum tariffs, as 
Grassley and other lawmakers insist 
on, would wipe out the conditions that 
spawned the recent expansion of domes- 
tic steel and aluminum production and 
would undermine those businesses and 
the thousands of jobs created as a result 
of the tariffs. Eliminating those tariffs 
would also undermine both U.S. national 
security and sovereignty, in the name of 
pursuing “global interests” and “free- 
ing world trade.” 


Trading Away Sovereignty 

for Regional “Integration” 

Truth be told, to aid America, Presi- 
dent Trump should keep the tariffs and 
allow the destruction of the USMCA 
and NAFTA. Despite adamant support 
from President Trump, the USMCA 
flies in the face of his repeated pledge of 
“Americanism, not globalism.” Accord- 
ing to both the USMCA’s Chapter 26 on 
competitiveness and statements made by 
then-Mexican President Enrique Pefia 
Nieto during the signing ceremony in 
Buenos Aires and on Twitter on Novem- 
ber 30, 2018, the USMCA is designed to 
economically integrate the three North 
American countries. 

At the signing ceremony for the 
USMCA, President Trump and Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau each 
delivered remarks, in English naturally, 
boasting about how the USMCA would 
be beneficial to their respective nations’ 
economies, create more jobs for Ameri- 
cans and Canadians, and expand their 
county’s middle class. Pefia Nieto’s re- 
marks, however, were delivered only in 
Spanish, rather than English. 

Of the new agreement, Pefia Nieto said, 
“The negotiation of the Mexico-United 
States-Canada Treaty made it possible to 
reaffirm the importance of the economic 
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Truth be told, in Spanish: On his last day in office, then-Mexican President Enrique Pefia Nieto 
(left) revealed in Spanish — both at the signing ceremony and on Twitter — that the main goal of 
the USMCA “treaty” is to “consolidate the economic integration of North America.” 


integration of North America.” Further 
remarking about the significance of the 
USMCA/T-MEC, he said, “The renegotia- 
tion of the new trade agreement sought to 
safeguard the vision of an integrated North 
America, the conviction that together we 
are stronger and more competitive.” He 
added, “The Mexican-United States-and- 
Canada Treaty gives a renewed face to- 
ward our integration.” 

Trade, jobs, and economic growth are 
only a pretext for the new agreement. 
The real purpose of the new agreement, 
as Pefia Nieto admitted, is integration — 
i.e., the merging of the United States, 
Mexico, and Canada into what THE NEw 
AMERICAN has long-described as the North 
American Union. Shortly after signing the 
agreement, Pefia Nieto tweeted: 


On my last day as President, I am 
very honored to have participated in 
the signing of the new Trade Treaty 
between Mexico, the United States 
and Canada. This day concludes a 
long process of dialogue and nego- 
tiation that will consolidate the eco- 
nomic integration of North America. 


Furthermore, the USMCA’s Chapter 30, 
entitled “Administrative and Institutional 
Provisions,” establishes a governing “Free 
Trade Commission” akin to both the gov- 
erning “TPP Commission” of the Trans- 
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Pacific Partnership and the “European 
Commission” of the European Union. 
Serving as a supranational governance 
body, the USMCA Free Trade Commission 
would oversee a bureaucracy of at least 16 
subordinate committees, each relating to 
their corresponding chapters in the agree- 
ment, and would have the power to make 
changes to the text of the agreement with- 
out the consent of the U.S. Congress. This 
would, in turn, make the USMCA a “living 
agreement,” much like that which evolved 
into the European Union. 


USMCA’s Globalist Ambitions 

A potential wrench, however, in the plans 
for the Deep State’s globalist ambitions 
is the expectation that the Canadian Par- 
liament will not touch the USMCA until 
after the U.S. Congress passes a USMCA 
implementation bill and the fact that 
Canada’s Parliament officially adjourns 
in June until their national elections in 
the fall. 

In order to push the USMCA forward 
in Congress, the Washington Examin- 
er reported February 13, 2019, “An ad 
hoc coalition including drug makers, the 
textile industry, and farm groups have 
tapped former top officials in the Trump 
and Obama administrations to lead a new 
effort to get Congress to pass President 
Trump’s U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agree- 
ment on trade.” 
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Leading the Deep State’s globalist ef- 
fort to assure passage of the USMCA are 
President Trump’s first chief of staff, Rick 
Dearborn, and President Barack Obama’s 
secretary of commerce and U.S. ambas- 
sador to China, Gary Locke. Locke will 
serve as “honorary chairman” of the ef- 
fort, called “Pass USMCA.” In a state- 
ment, Dearborn said, “The USMCA is a 
win for America. It will launch the nation 
into a new era of economic and creative 
prosperity. Congress must seize this op- 
portunity to strengthen our North Ameri- 
can trading partnerships.” 

Another key globalist player who is 
usually critical of Trump but has never- 
theless come out batting for the USMCA 
is Richard N. Haass, the president of the 
solidly pro-one world government Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations. Following the 
initial release of the USMCA on Octo- 
ber 1, 2018, Haass praised the agreement 
and expressed his aspiration that it would 
become the basis for future U.S. re-entry 
in the TPP. “The USMCA looks to be the 
trade pact formerly known as NAFTA 
plus 10-20%. Hope it becomes a prec- 
edent for TPP. I suggest the US-Pacific 
Trade Agreement (USPTA),” Haass said 
on Twitter, adding, “What matters is that 
the US joins it; doing so would bolster our 
strategic position vis-a-vis China and our 
economy.” Haass followed with an ad- 
ditional tweet, the next day: “USMCA is 
NAFTA plus TPP plus a few tweaks.” 

The elimination of Trump’s steel and 
aluminum tariffs, coupled with the pas- 
sage of the USMCA, is a recipe for global- 
ism that not just steelworkers and those in 
the aluminum industry, but all Americans 
should be concerned about. Whereas the 
United States could potentially recover 
from a bad economy or a loss of jobs, it 
might not recover from a loss of national 
sovereignty. The United States should not 
have to worry about its national security, 
steel and aluminum workers losing their 
jobs, or a loss of national sovereign- 
ty if Congress both maintains the Trump 
metal tariffs and stops the USMCA. It is 
within Congress’ power to do both. It re- 
mains to be seen whether Congress will do 
its job and protect the economy, national 
security, and sovereignty, or if both Con- 
gress and the president will succumb to the 
whims of the Deep State’s globalist free 
trade agenda. Ml 
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At the Movieguide Awards gala (the Christian Oscars), Dr. Ted Baehr announced 
that the highest-ever percentage of faith-based movies hit the Big Screen in 2018. 


by Troy Anderson 


NIVERSAL CITY, California 

— Since its release last year, 

millions of people have seen the 
film J Can Only Imagine — imagining the 
power of faith reconciling and transform- 
ing their families. 

At the 27th Annual Movieguide Faith & 
Values Awards Gala on February 8, pro- 
ducer Cindy Bond told THE NEw AMerI- 
CAN that the film’s impact has been “‘abso- 
lutely phenomenal.” 

The film, one of the highest-grossing 
faith-based movies of 2018, earning $85 
million at the box office, won the Epiph- 
any Prize for Most Inspiring Movie at 
the gala. The movie tells the story behind 
the most-played Christian contemporary 
song, “I Can Only Imagine,” by the band 
MercyMe. 

The film follows the true story of Chris- 
tian singer Bart Millard, whose father was 
emotionally and physically abusive. The 
film stars J. Michael Finley as Bart, who 
wrote the song about his relationship with 
his father, played by Dennis Quaid. 

“I mean I’ve had people tell me that 
they’ ve forgiven a father they hadn’t spo- 
ken to in 20 years, and that they’ve actu- 
ally come to a relationship with God and 
Jesus through this,” Bond says. “They’ve 
forgiven themselves for something. I mean 
about anything and everything — it’s up- 
lifted their lives. The movie is full of liq- 


Troy Anderson is a Pulitzer Prize-nominated jour- 
nalist, best-selling author of The Babylon Code and 
Trumpocalypse, former executive editor of Charisma 


magazine, and a Los Angeles Daily News reporter. 
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Hope for better: The film / Can Only Imagine won Movieguide’s Epiphany Prize for Mos 


ican ONLY 
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Movie. The film tells the true story of Christian singer Bart Millard, whose father was abusive. 


uid hope and it’s given a lot of people hope 
in some dark times that we go through just 
in life and as a society.” 

The film, one of an exploding num- 
ber of movies with positive, redemptive 
content, comes amid a revival of sorts in 
Hollywood and hope that the trend will 
continue. 

After issuing reports to the entertain- 
ment industry for decades finding that 
movies with morally uplifting themes do 
much better at the box office, Movieguide 
publisher Dr. Ted Baehr told hundreds of 
studio executives, producers, directors, 
stars, and others at the event in Universal 
City, California, that films with at least 
some Christian, redemptive content hit an 
all-time high in 2018. 


“T’ve known Ted almost since the be- 
ginning [of Movieguide] and his work has 
been critical — there are hardly words to 
explain it,’ Bond told THE NEw AMERICAN 
on the red carpet at the Universal Hilton 
Hollywood. “He set the foundation for 
what we’re doing because he proved that 
there is a market for these films. His an- 
nual report to the industry has been a huge 
help to us filmmakers to get films made 
because he’s shown Hollywood, year in 
and year out, how risk-averse faith and 
family films are. He’s helped a lot of us get 
movies made, so Movieguide is absolutely 
irreplaceable.” 

When Baehr founded Movieguide in 
1985, Bond says few people could get into 
a “bona fide door in Hollywood and talk 
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Plaudits: / Can Only Imagine producer Cindy Bond has known Movieguide Founder Dr. Ted Baehr 
for decades. She says Baehr helped open up the “market” for faith-based films in Hollywood. 


about doing a film that had faith elements 
or was faith-based.” 

“T was here in the early 1990s and no- 
body was interested. You had to be care- 
ful,” Bond says. “The market and audi- 
ence were there — we had seen these 
[faith-based] films in the 1930s, ’40s and 
50s [The Ten Commandments, Ben-Hur, 
etc.] — but there were a few decades 
when everybody kind of went away from 
it, so Ted opened up the market. God 
bless him!” 

Gregg Smrz, the director of Medal of 
Honor: “Hiroshi Hershey Miyamura” on 
Netflix, which won Movieguide’s Faith 
& Freedom Award for TV, says this was 
the first time he attended the Movieguide 
awards. 


MOVIEGUIDES 


“This is a great awards show,” says 
Smrz, a longtime Hollywood stuntman 
who worked on Mission Impossible: 
Rogue Nation, Fantastic Four, and other 
blockbuster films. “Any time you can 
promote these awards for stuff like this, I 
think it’s fantastic.” 


Over the past 35 years, Movieguide, which 
reviews movies from a faith perspective 
for families, has developed working rela- 
tionships with the six major studios and 
other production companies, encouraging 
them to make positive, uplifting films. 
Movieguide is the largest, longest- 
running, nonprofit ministry dedicated to 


“redeeming the values of the entertain- 
ment industry.” One in three parents uses 
Movieguide, according to The Hollywood 
Reporter. Movieguide reaches 55 million 
people on radio, television, and social 
media, and via www.movieguide.org. 

In the entertainment industry, the Mov- 
ieguide awards gala has become known 
as “The Christian Oscars.” On February 
24, the Academy Awards were held in 
Hollywood. In contrast to the Movie- 
guide Awards that honored family-friend- 
ly films with Judeo-Christian values, the 
Academy Awards mostly celebrated films 
that embody the progressive and human- 
istic worldview of identity politics and 
political correctness. At the gala, Spike 
Lee won an Oscar for BlacKkKlansman, 
and Bohemian Rhapsody won four Os- 
cars while Black Panther and Roma won 
three each. Spider-Man: Into the Spider- 
Verse won in the Animated Feature Film 
category, and Lady Gaga won the Oscar 
for Original Song for her performance in 
A Star Is Born. Green Book took home 
the Oscar for Best Picture. Spider-Man 
was also a Movieguide nominee. 

In its early years, Movieguide fought 
an uphill battle in Hollywood to persuade 
the entertainment industry to make more 
films with redemptive content. But the tide 
began to shift in 1999 when 40 movies 
were released with strong, positive Chris- 
tian content, including The Green Mile, 
Runaway Bride, and Toy Story 2. 

Then, in 2004, came another watershed 
year when Mel Gibson released The Pas- 
sion of the Christ, which grossed $612 
million at the box office. That proved a 


“FAITH & VALUE AWARDS’ 


WINNERS 


¢ The Visionary Award for Furthering Entertainment with Faith 
& Values: Bill Abbott and Michelle Vicary of Hallmark Channel 


Programming 


¢ Best Movie for Families: Dr, Seuss’ The Grinch 

¢ Best Movie for Mature Audiences: A Quiet Place 

¢ Epiphany Prize for Most Inspiring Movie: J Can Only Imagine 

¢ Epiphany Prize for Most Inspiring TV Program: When Calls the 
Heart, “The Greatest Christmas Blessing” 

¢ Faith & Freedom Award for Movies: Little Pink House 

* Faith & Freedom Award for TV: Medal of Honor, “Hiroshi Her- 


shey Miyamura” 
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Christie Peters Grace Award for Most Inspiring Per- 
formance in Movies: Jim Caviezel for Paul, Apostle of 


Christie Peters Grace Award for Most Inspiring Perfor- 
mance in TV: Jean Smart for A Shoe Addict’s Christmas 
$15,000 Kairos Prize for Most Spiritually Uplifting 
Screenplay by First-Time or Beginning Screenwriters: 


Nathan Leon for Grace by Night 


Mingo Road 


$15,000 Kairos Pro Prize for Most Inspiring Screen- 
play by an Experienced Filmmaker: Paul Cooper for 
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Stars out front: Actor Jon Voight and actress Jean Smart presented awards at the Movieguide 


Awards gala February 8. Voight stars in the upcoming film Roe v. Wade. 


pivotal event in the entertainment indus- 
try, convincing Hollywood that faith- 
based films are profitable. 

The film featured Jim Caviezel as Jesus 
Christ. Caviezel, who will again play 
Jesus in Gibson’s sequel, The Passion of 
the Christ: Resurrection, now in pre-pro- 
duction, told USA Today that it will be “the 
biggest film in history.” Caviezel, who 
played Luke in last year’s Paul, Apostle of 
Christ, thanked Baehr during the gala for 
“recognizing the true value of film.” 

Caviezel won the Christie Peters Grace 
Award for Most Inspiring Performance 
in Movies for his role in Paul, Apostle of 
Christ. 

“These are hard movies to make,” Ca- 
viezel told the audience: 


I often say it’s like putting a square 
peg in a circular hole with a very 
limited budget. As a 19-year-old, 
I stumbled across a movie theater 
that was playing old classic films 
on 70-millimeter. Still to this day, 
I remember the impact of watching 
the 1959 version of Ben-Hur on the 
big screen. Not once, not twice, but 
I was drawn back again and again to 
watch this epic tale night after night 
for two straight weeks. What I was 
drawn to was the power of this three- 
hour masterpiece to transport people, 
to reaffirm me in my purpose, and to 
redirect my hope and belief that mov- 
ies can really make a difference. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


There have been many attempts at 
biblical films, but often they lack the 
power to do what the original Ben- 
Hur and a handful of other films 
have done, and that’s to remain in 
our consciousness long after the film 
ends. Should it not be our goal as 
filmmakers to make a difference, 
to create awareness, to demand a 
response long, long after the film 
ends? 

What captured my attention with 
this screenplay [Paul, Apostle of 


Christ] that focused on the end of 
Paul’s life was how so many extraor- 
dinary gifts came out of very ordi- 
nary and often very weak people. 
That, ladies and gentlemen, speaks 
to every one of us. Paul’s message 
of Jesus’ transforming love spoke to 
people two thousand years ago and 
still captivates people today. 


Last year, there were 66 movies with at 
least some strong Christian, redemptive 
content, compared to 34 in 2004 when The 
Passion of the Christ was released, and 
these movies earned more than $5 billion 
in the United States and Canada alone. In 
2018, the percentage of movies with at 
least some Christian redemptive faith and 
values reached a record 67 percent. 

“We’ve been [reviewing movies] 
since 1985 and we found a pattern,” 
Baehr told the crowd. “We found a pat- 
tern that showed that every year it was 
getting better. When we started there 
was only one movie with positive, faith- 
based content.” 

“Now, of the top 10 movies in 2018, 90 
percent had some strong or very strong re- 
demptive, morally-uplifting content. Last 
year it was only 80 percent. That means 
people are seeking out these movies more 
and more. And the percentage of movies 
with positive faith, values, morals and 
decency has increased up to 67 percent. 
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Last year it was 62 percent. I didn’t think 
it would get any better, but that’s because 
of you and God’s grace.” 


Some of these films in 2018 included Jn- 
credibles 2, The Grinch, Jurassic World: 
Fallen Kingdom, Ant-Man and the Wasp, 
Peter Rabbit, Spider-Man: Into the Spi- 
der-Verse, Mary Poppins Returns, Mis- 
sion: Impossible — Fallout, I Can Only 
Imagine, and Ralph Breaks the Internet. 

One of the highest-grossing films of 
2018, The Grinch, which grossed over 
$270 million and won Movieguide’s Best 
Movie for Families award, celebrated the 
birth of Jesus in a “winsome, delightful 
way that attracted moviegoers of all ages,” 
according to the “2019 Movieguide Re- 
port to the Entertainment Industry.” 

Since Movieguide began releasing the 
report in 1991, the percentage of mov- 
ies with at least some positive biblical 
or moral content has increased from an 
average of 18 percent to 75 percent last 
year. 

“That’s a 310 percent increase,” Baehr 
wrote in the report. “Many major enter- 
tainment industry executives have gotten 
the message that movies with positive 
Christian, moral, biblical, redemptive 
content and values are great for business.” 

The report noted that movies in 2018 
with very strong Christian, biblical, and 
moral content outperformed movies with 
very strong mixed, non-Christian, or anti- 
Christian content by about 2.5 to one, and 
often much more. In addition, movies 
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Award: 
Best Movie for Mature Audiences 


with very strong Christian content earned 
more money overall in the United States 
and Canada — $796 million versus $73 
million — than movies with very strong 
humanist or atheistic content. 

“The studios are recognizing the 
benefits [of faith-based films] because 
they’re making money,” Baehr told THE 
NEw AMERICAN. “Lionsgate, whose 
head of development is a close friend 
and Christian, did a film four years ago 
that we honored, and now they just did J 
Can Only Imagine, which made a lot of 
money. They have a contract with [the / 
Can Only Imagine directors, the] Erwin 
Brothers.” 


Movieguide 


“Now, everybody wants a contract with 
these people. Sony got a contract with the 
Kendrick Brothers. Christian filmmakers 
who used to be sort of out in the cold in 
Iowa have now been welcomed into Hol- 
lywood and given free rein to do what 
they want to do because we told [the stu- 
dios] that they can make more money at 
the box office.” 

Of the top 10 highest-grossing films 
in 2018, six were Movieguide award 
winners: Incredibles 2, Jurassic World: 
Fallen Kingdom, The Grinch, Mission: 
Impossible — Fallout, Ant-Man and the 
Wasp, and Solo: A Star Wars Story. 

Ultimately, 90 percent of the top 10 
movies had strong Christian, redemptive, 
or moral worldviews, and 70 percent had 
at least some strong or overt Christian con- 
tent, references, and values. These movies 
earned about 77 percent of the money, or 
about $5.4 billion out of $7 billion. 

“That doesn’t mean that you don’t 
have to continually benchmark [by re- 
leasing the annual reports] because some 
of the companies doing really strong fam- 
ily films tend to start to drift into adding 
some extra material, but every year we’re 
out there, saying these are the films that 
do well, and movies with faith and mov- 
ies with values always do a lot better at 
the box office,” Baehr says. That’s be- 
cause every week “125 million people go 
to church and only 20-25 million people 
go to the movies.” 


Record setter: Dr. Ted Baehr (left) and / Can Only Imagine producers Kevin Downes and Cindy 
Bond at the Movieguide Awards. Baehr says a record percentage of faith-based films hit the Big 


Screen in 2018. 
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Today, polls show 77 percent of Ameri- 
can teenagers ages 13-17 and 76 percent 
of American adults 18 and over believe 
in God. 

Meanwhile, the Journal for the Scien- 
tific Study of Religion found that between 
1998 and 2012 the number of congrega- 
tions in the United States increased from 
336,000 to 384,000, largely due to the 
growth of nondenominational churches. 
During the same period, Statista found 
that the number of movie theaters dropped 
from 7,418 to 5,683. Looking at it another 
way, in 2012 there were 62 churches for 
every movie theater. 

These facts show why movies with 
strong and very strong Christian, biblical, 
or moral content make much more money 
than movies with non-Christian or im- 
moral content. 

“The Hollywood entertainment industry 
may not want to ignore the world’s 2.51 
billion Christians, including America’s 
233.75 million or so Christians,” Baehr 
wrote in the report. “Neither can Chris- 
tians afford to ignore the influence Hol- 
lywood has on the world’s children and 
grandchildren, and on the society in which 
they live.” 

Despite the increase in films with re- 
demptive content, children are deeply 
impacted by Hollywood and the media, 
often in a negative fashion. The aver- 


Movieguide 


age child or teenager spends far more 
time consuming products from the mass 
media than they do with their parents or 
at church, or even at school, up to 66,504 
hours compared to 2,000 hours, 800 
hours, and 11,000 hours, respectively, 
according to the Movieguide report. 

Also, thousands of scientific studies 
show that undisciplined media consump- 
tion has led to increased violence, aggres- 
sion, sexual promiscuity, and illegal drug 
use among children and teenagers. 

As aresult of the negative consequences 
of unfiltered media viewing, millions of 
people now turn to Movieguide to help 
them navigate the entertainment landscape. 


Headliners: Actor Jim Caviezel (middle), with producer Ruve McDonough and her husband, actor 
Neal McDonough, at the Movieguide Awards. Caviezel won the Christy Peters Grace Award for 
Most Inspiring Performance in Movies for his portrayal of Luke in Paul, Apostle of Christ. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


A NETFLIX ORIGINAL 
DOCUMENTARY SERIES 


MEDAL 
OF 
HONOR 


NETFLIX 


NOVEMBER 9 


Award: 
Faith & Freedom Award for TV 


“The audience we have includes about a 
third Democrats, a third Republicans, and 
a third independents,” Bachr says. “So, 
it’s kind of split like the country. It’s a gi- 
gantic audience. They want to be able to 
protect their children; they want to be able 
to make wise decisions for their children. 
Yet teenagers use Movieguide more than 
anybody, come to the site, spend longer 
time on the site, and look at more articles 
on the site. It’s quite incredible. 

“The reason I say all that is the most 
powerful person in Hollywood is not [Dis- 
ney CEO Bob] Iger or one of the studio 
heads, it’s the teenager. If he or she goes 
to see a good movie, it will do well at the 
box office. If they don’t go see a movie, 
it won’t do well at the box office. So their 
vote counts and there are a lot of teenag- 
ers with faith and values. The latest Barna 
report showed us that many of those teen- 
agers have even stronger faith than their 
grandparents, so they’re making wise de- 
cisions and coming to Movieguide, and so 
they become a force to reckon with.” 


During the Golden Age of Hollywood, the 
studios worked closely with the Protestant 
Film Office and the Roman Catholic Le- 
gion of Decency to reach the broadest pos- 
sible audience and to avoid government 
censorship. 

In 1946, when the Golden Age of Hol- 
lywood was in its heyday, Americans 
bought about 4.07 billion tickets at about 
42 cents per ticket. At the time, 55 per- 
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cent of the American population, about 
78 million people, went to the movies 
every week. 

Then, contrary to the desires of many 
studio heads, the Protestant Film Office 
shut its doors in 1966. Shutting down this 
advisory resource on spiritual, moral, and 
religious matters left a vacuum in the en- 
tertainment industry. Within three years, 
box office earnings plummeted from 44 
million weekly ticket sales to 17 million 
weekly ticket sales. 

National television had been around 
for 25 years at the time of this precipitous 
drop, and VCR and cable were 20 years 
into the future. The biggest impact on the 
box office over this three-year period was 
the decline in the moral content of movies. 

Last year, only about 26 million Amer- 
icans went to the movies every week. 
While box office earnings have been 
climbing over the past 12 years, the ac- 
tual number of movie admissions today 
has declined nearly 67 percent, more than 
two-thirds since the apex of the Golden 
Age of Hollywood. 

“There are many factors to consider,” 
Baehr wrote in the Movieguide report, 
“one of which is the introduction of the 
MPAA rating system (G, PG, PG-13, R, 
and NC-17) in 1968. This system was not 
created as a means of making culture more 
informed on their entertainment choices, 
but as a thinly veiled way for the studios 
to avoid censoring inappropriate content. 
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Prior to this time, studios held to a posi- 
tive set of moral codes that appealed to 
the viewing public. With the introduction 
of MPAA ratings came a significant up- 
swing in anti-family and anti-Christian 
content, and a decline in box office ticket 
sales. 

“While the population since 1966 in the 
United States and Canada has increased 
from about 210 million people to about 
348.3 million people, the number of ticket 
sales in North America has continued to 
drop — nearly 61 percent — from 9.43 
tickets sold per person to less than 3.70 
tickets sold per person. Annual ticket sales 
of 1.346 billion admissions for the domes- 
tic box office in 2017 are still about 32 
percent below the 1.98 billion admissions 
in the middle 1960s, before MPAA’s rating 
system came into being and started alien- 
ating family audiences and mainstream 
moviegoers.” 

In 1985, Baehr was given custodianship 
of the files and records of the Protestant 
Film Office and started Movieguide as a 
guide for parents and a helpful report card 
to Hollywood. 

Since the first Movieguide Faith & Val- 
ues Awards in 1992, the number of family 
movies and movies marketed to families 
has increased to more than 110 per year, 
and the number of movies with at least 
some redemptive or religious values has 
increased almost 500 percent, regularly 
involving more than 180 movies per year. 


Movieguide is now on radio and tele- 
vision, online at www.movieguide.org, 
on YouTube, and is republished in many 
magazines, newspapers, newsletters, 
and websites domestically and overseas. 
Movieguide radio is on many stations and 
networks, reaching millions of listeners 
monthly in the United States and over- 
seas. Additionally, Movieguide’s weekly 
television program is broadcast, cable- 
cast, and satellite cast to millions of view- 
ers throughout the United States and the 
world. 

Last year, Movieguide researchers and 
writers screened more than 400 television 
programs and 330 movies. Movieguide 
looks at each movie in at least 30 separate 
ways, including aesthetics, theme, moral- 
ity, cognitive impact, philosophy, politics, 
and faith, taking more than 150 different 
criteria into account. Worldview, a com- 
prehensive way of interpreting all of real- 
ity, is one of the most important aspects of 
Movieguide’s analysis. Since many mov- 
ies have competing or mixed worldview 
elements in them, Movieguide tries to pick 
each movie’s dominant worldview. 


Chris Zarpas, the executive producer of 
The SandLot, G.I. Jane, and other films, 
says Baehr, more than anybody else in 
Hollywood, is responsible for the enor- 
mous increase in movies that not only are 
faith-based, but celebrate the traditional 
values that made America a great country. 

“Ted has been at this for over 30 years 
and nobody was listening 30 years ago,” 
Zarpas says. “Now, to see how Movie- 
guide has grown and how millions of peo- 
ple are using it as a resource to help their 
families determine what kind of program- 
ming is appropriate for their families — it 
just gives me a lot of happiness.” 

“Ted is a visionary, and families all 
over American can thank him for creat- 
ing a resource that was never available 
before, which allowed you to determine 
what programming is appropriate for your 
kids and what programming is appropri- 
ate for you. There has never been anything 
like it. There are lots of copycats, but Ted 
was there first.” 

See the sidebar on page 26 for the 
list of winners and nominees for Mov- 
ieguide’s 27th Annual Faith & Values 
Awards Gala. 
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Signs 

An entire neighborhood in Newton, Mas- 
sachusetts, has taken up sign language to 
communicate with two-year-old neighbor 
Samantha Savitz. 

Savitz was born deaf, CBS News 
reported, and can only communicate 
through sign language. She has become 
increasingly sociable, but was unable to 
engage with her neighbors because they 
did not understand her language. “She’s 
super engaging. She wants to chat-up 
with anybody,” said her father, Raphael. 

The neighbors decided that they wanted 
to be able to communicate with Saman- 
tha. Without telling Samantha’s parents, 
they began taking sign-language classes 
at night. Before long, the class became 
large enough that the members hired the 
instructor to teach them privately in the 
living room of one of the members. 

BabyGaga.com reported that the 
neighbors are now able to sign certain 
phrases to the toddler, such as telling her 
that she “has a nice shirt” and that they 
are “proud of her for making a basket in 
her basketball hoop.” 

According to Samantha’s parents, 
the toddler gets very excited when she 
encounters individuals who can com- 
municate through sign language. “Yea, 
her whole personality changes when it’s 
someone who can communicate with 
her,” said her mother, Glenda. 

The neighbors told CBS News that 
they wanted to make Samantha feel like 
“she is part of the neighborhood.” 

The sign teacher, Rhys McGovern, 
said it’s incredibly moving to see an en- 
tire community motivated to learn sign 
language because there are times when 
even the parents of deaf children do not 
bother to learn it. Samantha and her par- 
ents will often attend the classes, and the 
first thing Samantha says when she enters 
is “friend,” one of the neighbors told CBS 
News. 


Airport Pals 

Traveling with young children is never easy, 
but a man from Oklahoma, later identified 
as Joseph Pat Wright, made it a much more 
pleasant experience for former U.S. Ma- 
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rine Kevin Armentrout, who was waiting to 
catch a plane from Las Vegas to San Diego 
with his 16-month-old daughter, Carter. 

“{Carter] was being her usual inquisi- 
tive self, wanting to meet and say ‘hi’ to 
everyone she could, until she walked up 
on this man,” Armentrout wrote in a Feb- 
truary 2 Facebook post about the encounter 
that took place the day before. The post 
was accompanied by a photo of Joseph 
and Carter. “He reached out and asked if 
she wanted to sit with him.” 

The stranger could have simply ex- 
changed brief pleasantries with the small 
child and returned to his own airport ac- 
tivities. Instead, he engaged with the little 
girl for nearly an hour. He watched car- 
toons with her, taught her how to use his 
tablet, and engaged in conversation with 
her over a shared snack. 

Armentrout was moved by the man’s 
kindness. “Watching them in that mo- 
ment, I couldn’t help but think, different 
genders, different races, different genera- 
tions, and the best of friends. This is the 
world I want for her,” wrote Armentrout. 

“In a country that is continuously fed 
that it’s so deeply divided by beliefs, I 
want her life to be filled with moments 
like this ... not liberal or conservative re- 
publican or democrat, socialist or capital- 
ist, just HUMAN.” 

The Facebook post has more than 
500,000 likes, 17,000 comments, and 
200,000 shares. In many of the comments, 
Facebook users shared tales of similar en- 
counters. 


It’s Raining — Money? 

Terry Brubaker was driving through 
Gloversville, New York, on January 
14 when she witnessed a “shower” of 
money raining upon her car, in bills 
ranging from $20 to $100. While this 
might be a dream come true for some, 
Brubaker knew that the money did not 
belong to her. 

According to the Leader Herald, 
Brubaker pulled over and began collecting 
the money, which amounted to approxi- 
mately $8,000, along with an envelope 
marked “Dad,” from which the money had 
come. She immediately took the items to 
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the Fulton County Sheriff’s Office, where 
she happened to run into the owner, who 
was there filing a report. 

As it turns out, the money belonged 
to Kim Steenburg, who had just taken 
it out of the bank and accidently placed 
the envelope on top of her car while she 
was placing her niece in her car seat. She 
then drove off, forgetting that the money 
was resting in an envelope on top of her 
vehicle. The money flew everywhere 
and landed where it could be found by 
Brubaker. 


How Much Can You Lift? 


Michigan powerlifter Ryan Belcher of Yp- 
silanti was at the right place at the right 
time on February 14 to save a man’s life. 

Belcher was finishing up at work when 
he heard a crash outside and saw that a 
Jeep Cherokee was flipped over. He 
rushed toward the scene of the accident 
and found a man trapped underneath the 
vehicle. Other people were already on the 
scene trying to help. 

“When I first approached the vehicle, 
there was a good four men there, and they 
were all trying to move this vehicle and 
I seen it wasn’t happening and I figured 
what a better time than now to use what I 
know I can actually do,” Belcher told Fox 
& Friends. 

The man’s lower body remained in- 
side the vehicle, and his upper body was 
jammed against a speed limit sign. The ve- 
hicle needed to be moved in order to save 
the driver. 

Belcher was just the man for the job. At 
350 pounds, he can squat 950 pounds, Fox 
News reported. 

“T just jumped right in,” he said. “I seen 
a window that was broken out of the back 
of the vehicle and I knew if I can swing the 
vehicle in a certain direction I can free him 
from that pole. So, I just stuck my arms in 
and I don’t know I just grabbed it, lifted it 
up and started pushing and all I heard was 
that’s enough we can get him.” 

Belcher was able to move the vehicle 
approximately three feet, just enough to 
free the man so others could pull him to 
safety. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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A Re-examination 
of the 2008 Financial Crisis 


The popular narrative about the housing market crash of 2008 — and the investment 
bubble that led to it — is that Wall Street caused it all. But that conclusion ignores the facts. 


by Brian Farmer 


decade has already passed since 
A the financial crisis caused by the 
mortgage loan meltdown threat- 
ened to bring the U.S. economy to its 
knees. To this day, the conventional wis- 
dom is that the Wall Street “banksters” 
committed fraud and got away with it. 
Indeed, a recent CNBC news item in- 
cluded the remark, “The 2008 financial 
crisis and a perception that the wealthy 
people responsible for it avoided punish- 
ment fueled a more populist bent in both 
major political parties.” However, in the 
present era of “fake news,” it is becoming 
increasingly evident that the conventional 
wisdom does not always reflect the whole 
story. As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the U.S. stock market bottoming out in 
March of 2009, it is worth revisiting that 
history to see what the conventional wis- 
dom has left out, or at least downplayed. 
Our story begins during the Great De- 
pression of the 1930s, when the Federal 
National Mortgage Association (Fannie 
Mae) and the Federal Home Loan Mort- 
gage Corporation (Freddie Mac) were 
created, as products of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s “New Deal.” Their 
mission was to provide financial support 
to thrift and savings banks, and to fund 
mortgage loans insured by the Federal 
Housing Administration (an earlier New 
Deal creation, designed to protect banks 
from mortgage defaults), in order to make 
home ownership more affordable. All of 
this occurred during a time of great finan- 
cial instability, and was felt to be the rem- 
edy needed. As with virtually all govern- 
ment programs aimed at solving various 
crises, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac out- 
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Foreclosure rates: A bank-owned home is seen here for sale in Sacramento, California, airing 


July of 2008. California, Nevada, Florida, and Arizona were the nation’s foreclosure hotbeds, 
accounting for 19 of the top 20 metropolitan areas with the highest foreclosure rates. 


lived their initial purpose, but continued to 
operate by changing their focus in order to 
justify their existence. 

As American soldiers returned home 
from World War II, Fannie Mae was em- 
powered to start purchasing loans guaran- 
teed by the Veterans Administration. With 
the notion of a right to home ownership by 
means of government subsidies becoming 
firmly implanted in people’s minds, Fan- 
nie Mae was destined to grow. According- 
ly, as part of President Lyndon Johnson’s 
social-engineering schemes, collectively 
referred to as “The Great Society,” Fannie 
Mae was converted into a private corpora- 


tion in 1968, and stock was sold to inves- 
tors. Freddie Mac eventually did likewise, 
becoming a company in which investors 
could buy shares of stock in 1989. 

While those institutions have been 
“privatized,” they still remain connect- 
ed with the federal government in some 
very important ways. For one thing, Fan- 
nie Mae and Freddie Mac have access to 
a guaranteed line of credit with the U.S. 
Treasury Department. This guarantee al- 
lows them to borrow money at less cost 
than their private-sector competitors. Sec- 
ond, they are exempt from state and local 
income taxes. Third, they are not required 
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to file audited financial statements with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission. 
Finally, they have significant influence on 
Capitol Hill. 

During the 1970s, the federal govern- 
ment became increasingly involved in 
the mortgage market in a new way when 
concerns about mortgage discrimination 
began to arise. Pressed by grassroots or- 
ganizations, Congress passed the Com- 
munity Reinvestment Act (CRA), and 
President Jimmy Carter signed it into law 
in 1977. The CRA was designed to boost 
community development by restraining a 
practice known as “redlining,” in which 
banks would draw a red line around low- 
income neighborhoods and then, generally, 
not make loans in those areas. The practice 
arose because it was understood that banks 
had a fiduciary responsibility to be careful 
with their depositors’ money. Hence, banks 
were careful to whom they loaned money, 
basing their loan decisions on the amount 
of risk involved. Common sense often 
dictated whether a loan would be made or 
not. In our own personal lives, common 
sense leads us to take sensible precautions 
in order to lower the chances of harm to 
ourselves, such as avoiding certain neigh- 
borhoods. Likewise, banks have always un- 
derstood that places where it is dangerous 
to walk the streets are also places where it 
is dangerous to send your money. But the 
practice of “redlining” became demonized 
and was considered to be convincing evi- 
dence of discrimination, according to the 
mainstream media, because they equated 
“low income” with “minority.” 

The moral outrage whipped up through- 
out the national liberal media resulted in 
a campaign by community organization 
groups, such as the radical Association 
of Community Organizations for Reform 
Now (ACORN), to get Congress to pass 
legislation forcing lending institutions to 
loan money to people they would other- 
wise not lend to, and in places where they 
would otherwise not put their money. 
Lawsuits alleging redlining and rac- 
ism began to flood the court system. As 
ACORN litigation increased, the net effect 
was an increase in efforts to loosen lend- 
ing standards. 

The straw that broke the camel’s back 
came with the publication of a 1992 study 
by the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, 
which allegedly demonstrated that, after 
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Mortgage giants: Shown 


here are signs in front of the Fannie Mae headquarters in Washington, 


D.C., and the Freddie Mac Corporate Office in McLean, Virginia. These two government-sponsored 
enterprises guaranteed about half of the nation’s mortgages and helped engineer the financial crisis 


in the housing market. 


controlling for variables associated with 
creditworthiness, minorities were found to 
be denied mortgage loans more often than 
whites. But anyone who looked below the 
surface quickly discovered that the data 
from the 3,000 mortgages supporting the 
results of the study were “badly mangled,” 
as one source put it. Here is a brief sum- 
mary of the more significant data prob- 
lems that were discovered: 


(a) the loan data that Boston Fed 
created had information that im- 
plied, if it were to be believed, that 
hundreds of loans had interest rates 
that were much too high or much too 
low (about fifty loans had negative 
interest rates according to the data); 
(b) over five hundred applications 
could not be matched to the original 
HMDA [Home Mortgage Disclo- 
sure Act of 1975] data upon which 
the Boston Fed data was supposedly 
based; (c) forty-four loans were sup- 
posedly rejected by the lender but 
then sold in the secondary market, 
which is impossible; (d) two sepa- 
rate measures of income differed by 
more than 50 percent for over fifty 
observations; (e) over five hundred 


loans that should have needed mort- 
gage insurance to be approved were 
approved even though there was no 
record of mortgage insurance; and 
(f) several mortgages were suppos- 
edly approved to individuals with a 
net worth in the negative millions of 
dollars. 


When those data errors were removed, 
the evidence for alleged discrimination 
against minorities disappeared. Neverthe- 
less, the authors of the study stuck to their 
guns, and the tailwind of political correct- 
ness helped to rally most Democratic poli- 
ticians in support of the study. 

Under relentless pressure from ACORN 
and its Democratic allies, President Bill 
Clinton addressed the situation in 1994 
saying, “I think we all agree that more 
Americans should own their own homes, 
for reasons that are economic and tangible 
and reasons that are emotional and intan- 
gible but go to the heart of what it means 
to harbor, to nourish, to expand the Amer- 
ican dream. I am determined to see that 
you have the opportunity and together we 
can make that opportunity for the young 
families of our country. I am committed 
to a new and unprecedented partnership 
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But anyone who looked below the surface quickly discovered that the 
data from the 3,000 mortgages supporting the results of the study 


were “badly mangled.” 


between industry leaders and community 
leaders and government to recommit our 
nation to the idea of homeownership and 
to create more homeowners than ever be- 
fore.” In 1995, the Clinton administration 
rolled out a new initiative that included 
a significant liberalization of credit stan- 
dards and the imposition of subprime (a 
euphemism for “higher risk”) mortgage 
loan quotas. As announced by the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
the goal was to raise the homeownership 
rate from 64 percent to 67.5 percent by the 
year 2000. 

Democratic politicians and supportive 
regulators began to take pride in these 
“mortgage innovations” as a sign of in- 
creasing “fairness.” The trend continued 
and, in 1999, the Clinton administration 
pressured Fannie Mae to further ease 
credit standards on loans that it purchased 
from mortgage lenders, thereby making it 
even easier for banks to lend to borrowers 
who were otherwise ineligible for more 
conventional mortgage loans. Pundits 
commented that the Clinton administra- 
tion was “putting the CRA on steroids.” 
Nobody seemed to be giving any consid- 
eration to what the consequences might 
be, if interest rates rose, or if house prices 
stopped rising. But then, nobody wanted 
to question the situation and run the risk 
of being smeared as a racist. 

Initially, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
bought home loans from banks and then 
pooled them to form investment securi- 
ties, which they sold to investors in the 
form of bonds, thus passing on some of 
the financial risks to the bondholders. 
But they shifted away from this activity 
during the early 1990s when manage- 
ment decided that they could generate 
higher profits by holding mortgages in 
their own investment portfolios, rather 
than by just securitizing them through 
issuing bonds. As with any investment, 
however, a higher return usually requires 
accepting a greater risk of loss. Because 
most of the mortgages they bought paid 
a fixed rate of interest, any change in in- 
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terest rates could significantly affect the 
value of the portfolio. 

From 1990 to 2008, Fannie Mae’s and 
Freddie Mac’s investment portfolios grew 
from $135 billion to $1.4 trillion. The 
portfolios contained mortgages at dif- 
ferent rates of interest and with different 
durations, further complicating the task 
of managing interest-rate risk. However, 
since interest rates were generally declin- 
ing during the 1980s and 1990s, profits 
more than covered losses. (When inter- 
est rates decline, the value of bonds and 
mortgages increases; when interest rates 
rise, the value of bonds and mortgages de- 
creases.) On top of that, the special gov- 
ernment privileges cited above that were 
granted to these Government Supported 
Enterprises (GSEs) led many investors to 
believe that both were essentially immune 
from normal business and financial risks. 

As the Federal Reserve dropped short- 
term interest rates from 6.5 percent in 
January of 2001 to 1.0 percent in June 
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of 2003, mortgage rates followed suit, 
launching a massive refinancing of homes, 
as well as igniting a boom in the housing 
market. The developing bubble in the 
real estate market served to reduce the 
incidence of mortgage loan defaults and 
helped to mask the risks of the recently 
loosened credit standards. After all, if one 
were to run into payment problems in an 
environment where house prices were ris- 
ing, one could just sell the house at a prof- 
it and avoid defaulting on the mortgage. 
Hence, defaults would remain a rare event, 
even for loans that should never have been 
made at all. Rating agencies even began 
to suggest that subprime loans were not 
as risky as previously thought, and could 
call on this evidence of low default rates 
to support the new paradigm. 

Although the original intent of the mort- 
gage innovations was to help low-income 
and minority borrowers get home loans, 
the elimination of traditional underwrit- 
ing standards inevitably led to more re- 
laxed standards for those with higher 
incomes, as well. And those who were 
savvy enough to see the big picture and 
understand what was going on also saw an 
opportunity to enter the real estate market 
as speculators, with no intention of buying 
a house in order to live in it. Several tele- 


Bush manipulation: U.S. President George W. Bush signs the Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act of 2008 in the Oval Office of the White House on October 3, 2008, after Congress passed the 
$700 billion financial bailout bill to save Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac from bankruptcy. 
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vision shows, such as Flip That House, 
became popular, as they explained how 
quick profits could be gained from short- 
term home ownership. 

The rising demand for homes drove up 
house prices, generating a wealth effect 
(the tendency for people to spend more 
when their assets rise in value) even great- 
er than the wealth effect of stocks during 
the mania of the late 1990s, owing to the 
fact that home equity makes up a greater 
proportion of most people’s net worth. 
The rise in home values and the belief 
that real estate prices could only go up led 
homeowners to take out equity loans on 
their homes in order to invest in more real 
estate, or the stock market, or to ramp up 
their lifestyles. Relative debt levels were 
driven to record highs, with the blessings 
of then-Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan, who stated that cashing out 
the equity in homes was helping the econ- 
omy. At a time when interest rates were 
lower than they had been in two genera- 
tions and seemed to have nowhere to go 
but up, Greenspan actually encouraged 
new home buyers to take out adjustable- 
rate mortgages! 

As the long-term downtrend in inter- 
est rates bottomed out during the early 
2000s and the boom in the housing mar- 
ket started coming to an end, the earnings 
of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac began to 
take a beating. And then, in 2004, the Of- 
fice of Federal Housing Enterprise Over- 
sight, which is charged with regulating 
the activities of those two GSEs, revealed 
that they had been cooking their books, 
reporting, “Senior management manipu- 
lated accounting, reaped maximum, unde- 
served bonuses, and prevented the rest of 
the world from knowing.” Fannie Mae’s 
chief executive officer, Franklin Raines, 
was ousted but, unlike the executives re- 
sponsible for the Enron scandal, did not 
go to prison. In fact, he left with a $25 
million retirement package and reportedly 
went on to serve as an advisor on housing 
and mortgage issues to Barack Obama’s 
presidential campaign! 

From 2001 to 2005, the stock prices 
of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac dropped 
more than 50 percent. To address the cri- 
sis, Congress came up with a piece of 
legislation called “The Federal Housing 
Finance Reform Act of 2005.” In a speech 
on the House floor that seems clairvoyant 
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Wall Street: A Wall Street sign hangs in front of the New York Stock Exchange. When the U.S. 
mortgage market collapsed as the number of foreclosures soared, so did the U.S. stock market, 
which saw its value drop by half from October of 2007 to March of 2009. 


in retrospect, Representative Ron Paul (R- 
Texas) explained why he was opposed to 
the bill: 


ficulty as their equity is wiped out. 
Furthermore, the holders of the mort- 
gage debt will also have a loss. These 


Ironically, by transferring the risk of 
widespread mortgage defaults to the 
taxpayers through government sub- 
sidies and convincing investors that 
all is well because a “world-class” 
regulator is ensuring the GSEs’ 
soundness, the government increases 
the likelihood of a painful crash in 
the housing market. This is because 
the special privileges of Fannie and 
Freddie have distorted the housing 
market by allowing Fannie and Fred- 
die to attract capital they could not 
attract under pure market conditions. 
As a result, capital is diverted from 
its most productive uses into housing. 
This reduces the efficacy of the entire 
market and thus reduces the standard 
of living of all Americans. 

Despite the long-term damage to 
the economy inflicted by the govern- 
ment’s interference in the housing 
market, the government’s policy of 
diverting capital into housing creates 
a short-term boom in housing. Like 
all artificially created bubbles, the 
boom in housing prices cannot last 
forever. When housing prices fall, 
homeowners will experience dif- 


losses will be greater than they would 
have been had government policy not 
actively encouraged over-investment 
in housing. 

Perhaps the Federal Reserve can 
stave off the day of reckoning by pur- 
chasing the GSEs’ debt and pumping 
liquidity into the housing market, but 
this cannot hold off the inevitable 
drop in the housing market forever. 
In fact, postponing the necessary and 
painful market corrections will only 
deepen the inevitable fall. The more 
people are invested in the market, the 
greater the effects across the econo- 
my when the bubble bursts. 


Nevertheless, the measure passed by a 
recorded vote of 331 to 90, although it 
never became law because it never came 
to a vote in the Senate. 

Just as trees do not grow to the sky, so 
bubbles do not grow indefinitely. His- 
tory shows that bubbles eventually burst 
because the conditions that created the 
bubble change over time, but human na- 
ture does not change, and people begin to 
panic when the bubble finally stops grow- 
ing. Those who took out adjustable-rate 
mortgages while interest rates were in the 
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process of bottoming during the period 
2002-2004 got a rude awakening, as in- 
terest rates started climbing over the next 
few years. From June of 2004 to Septem- 
ber of 2007, the Federal Reserve raised the 
Fed Funds rate (the cost of overnight loans 
between banks) from 1.0 percent to 5.25 
percent. Those with adjustable rate mort- 
gages saw their monthly payments rise 
dramatically. Helping to exacerbate the 
problem was that many mortgage brokers 
had been aggressively marketing home 
loans for more than the assessed value of 
the property and requiring no down pay- 
ment. In many cases, buyers did not even 
have to provide proof of the income they 
claimed on their loan applications. Fit- 
tingly enough, they became known in the 
business as “liars’ loans.” 

Housing prices peaked during the sec- 
ond quarter of 2006, and the number of 
mortgage loans entering the foreclosure 
process started to increase during the 
third quarter of 2006. Apparently, a tip- 
ping point was reached, at which time 
those who were living on the financial 
edge were no longer able to sell their 
houses at a profit. That would perfectly 
describe the situation of the real estate 
speculator. That raises an obvious ques- 
tion: How many speculative home buyers 
were there? Well, according to the Na- 
tional Association of Realtors, specula- 
tive home purchases amounted to 28 per- 
cent of all sales in 2005 and 22 percent 
of all sales in 2006. Those numbers were 
large enough to cause a problem, and they 
did. People started walking away from 
their loans, especially in states such as 
California, where lenders had no recourse 
and could not go after a person’s assets. 
The situation snowballed, and everything 
that Representative Ron Paul predicted 
ultimately played out. Millions of people 
who had no business getting a mortgage 
loan defaulted on their monthly pay- 
ments. Hundreds of thousands of homes 
went into foreclosure. The housing mar- 
ket crashed, and the economy slowed and 


AP Images 


Financial meltdown: An anxious stock trader holds his head as he works at his post on the floor 
of the New York Stock Exchange, as stocks plunged on October 9, 2008 by more than seven 
percent, becoming one of the more significant events of the Great Recession of 2008. 


unemployment increased. Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac saw their stock prices 
fall more than 80 percent between March 
and July of 2008. 

In a knee-jerk response to the crisis, 
Congress swung into action. On July 23, 
the massive American Housing Rescue 
and Foreclosure Prevention Act of 2008 
was approved in the House of Repre- 
sentatives by a vote of 272 to 152. Three 
days later it sailed through the Senate by a 
margin of 72 to 13, and on July 30, it was 
signed into law by President George W. 
Bush. The bill raised the federal debt limit 
by a whopping $800 billion, indicating 
that the final cost of the federal govern- 
ment rescue plan was expected to be in the 
hundreds of billions. 

Once again, Representative Ron Paul of- 
fered the best commentary on the situation: 


Some mistakenly identify the falling 
home prices as the disease instead 


In 1995, the Clinton administration rolled out a new initiative 
that included a significant liberalization of credit standards and the 
imposition of subprime (a euphemism for “higher risk”) mortgage 


loan quotas. 
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of merely a symptom — which they 
plan to fix with more easy credit and 
more liquidity to push more unquali- 
fied buyers back into the market for 
homes they still cannot afford. This 
is akin to the drug addict identifying 
withdrawal symptoms as his problem 
and searching for another fix as his 
solution. The cycle continues and the 
problems compound themselves. The 
addiction deepens. 

Addicts are told the first step to re- 
covery is to admit their problem. To 
cure this addiction to intervention we 
have to honestly admit the problem 
and once and for all, kick the habit. 
That will involve some pain, without 
a doubt. There is no easy, painless 
solution to the mess the disastrous 
economic interventions of the past 
have wrought. The question is — do 
we allow some lending institutions to 
collapse, or do we allow the dollar to 
collapse? To extend the metaphor, do 
we endure the temporary discomfort 
of withdrawal, or do we continue on 
until there is a fatal overdose? We 
can delay the agony, but only for a 
little while, and then we will all end 
up paying the price for the mistakes 
of a few. 
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With the final passage of the Hous- 
ing Bailout Bill quietly on a Saturday 
in the Senate, and the President’s sig- 
nature, our government has unfortu- 
nately chosen the latter. 


The villains in this saga, according to the 
conventional wisdom, are the unscrupu- 
lous subprime mortgage lenders, who 
duped gullible low-income and minor- 
ity borrowers into signing away their 
financial souls. Conveniently ignored 
is the fact that the increase in subprime 
lending was brought about by the fed- 
eral government forcing banks to relax 
lending standards and to make loans, in 
pursuit of a goal to increase homeown- 
ership among low-income and minority 
citizens. But the banks, who were simply 
following orders, are now made out to be 
the scapegoats by Democratic politicians, 
community organizers, liberal media 
pundits, etc. 

However, there is a problem with their 
accusation that greedy subprime lend- 
ers caused the meltdown in the housing 
market. Namely, subprime loans to the 
poor and minorities did not perform any 
worse than prime loans to higher-income 
and non-minority borrowers. Nor is there 


any truth to the argument that problems 
began in the subprime market and then 
seeped into the market for prime loans. 
Both markets were hit at the same time, 
and the damage done to the market for 
prime loans, in the form of foreclosures, 
was even greater, proportionally, than the 
damage done to the subprime market. 

So, what lessons have we learned, or 
perhaps I should say relearned, from this 
financial disaster? It is that when govern- 
ment encourages something, it is all too 
often as much to be feared as when gov- 
ernment is hostile toward something. In the 
case of granting credit, government oper- 
ates by different standards, compared to 
the private sector, making loans to people 
who could not get them from private lend- 
ers. In other words, government lenders 
will take risks with the taxpayers’ money 
that private lenders will not take with their 
own money. This is a classic example of the 
concept known as “moral hazard,” whereby 
people will be tempted to behave recklessly 
because they know that they will be bailed 
out if things go wrong. 

But there is another consequence to 
such a policy that may not be so obvi- 
ous, namely, that it leads to an inefficient 
use of the limited capital in the economy. 
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Greenspan investigation: Former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan testifies on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, D.C., on April 7, 2010, before the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission, which 
investigated the causes of the financial crisis and the meltdown in the mortgage market. 
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Government lenders will put capital into 
dubious projects in pursuit of some po- 
litically correct social or economic goal, 
such as creating jobs, oftentimes through 
inefficient, make-work schemes. In the 
end, government loans reduce economic 
productivity, compared to private loans. 
Government loans provide immedi- 
ate benefit to certain privileged groups, 
while depriving capital to other groups, 
resulting in a net loss to the nation as a 
whole. 

Likewise, government-guaranteed loans 
and mortgages, especially when very little 
or even no down payment is required, in- 
evitably lead to more bad loans than oth- 
erwise would be the case. Such loans force 
the taxpayer to subsidize the bad risks and 
to defray the losses. They encourage peo- 
ple to buy houses that they cannot really 
afford. The increased demand for housing 
stimulates residential construction, raises 
the cost of building materials, and eventu- 
ally misleads the building industry into a 
costly overexpansion. In the end, govern- 
ment-guaranteed loans and mortgages en- 
courage malinvestment, leading to booms 
and busts, which undermine the general 
welfare of the nation. 

It is worth remembering that the gov- 
ernment does not lend or give anything 
away that it does not first take from 
someone else. The government does not 
produce wealth; it seizes it from the pri- 
vate sector through taxation. When the 
government makes loans, or guarantees 
mortgages, it is effectively taxing suc- 
cessful citizens and businesses in order 
to support unsuccessful citizens and 
businesses. Clearly, this does not sound 
like a formula that encourages a favor- 
able outcome in the long run. The Fan- 
nie Mae and Freddie Mac fiasco is proof 
positive that it is not such a formula. The 
story behind these two GSEs provides 
convincing evidence that they are a cor- 
ruption of free market financing. It turns 
out to be another classic example of what 
19th-century French economist Frederic 
Bastiat referred to as “concocting the an- 
tidote and the poison in the same labora- 
tory,” to describe the problems caused by 
government interventionism (the poison) 
and how a government exploits these 
problems and prescribes even more in- 
terventionism (the antidote) as a strategy 
to enhance its power. Hl 
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South Dakota Passes 
Constitutional Carry 


South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem 
signed her first bill into law on January 
31. It goes into effect on July 1, 2019 and 
authorizes the permitless carry of firearms, 
meaning that residents of South Dakota will 
not need to obtain a license from the state 
in order to carry a firearm on their person. 
This will make South Dakota the 14th state 
to allow concealed carry without a permit. 
NRA-ILA executive director Chris Cox 
applauded the move and hailed the law as 
“a common sense measure that allows law- 
abiding South Dakotans to exercise their 
fundamental right to self-protection in the 
manner that best suits their needs.” 

In signing the bill, Noem proudly ex- 
claimed, “More than 230 years ago, the 
Founding Fathers of our country penned 
the Constitution that has since laid the 
framework for centuries of policies. They 
so firmly believed in the importance of 
the freedom to bear arms that they en- 
shrined it into the Constitution’s Second 
Amendment.... This constitutional carry 
legislation will further protect the Second 
Amendment rights of South Dakotans.” 


Registered Sex Offender 
Shot During Break-in 


WITN reported out of Elizabeth City, 
North Carolina, on February | about an 
encounter in which a man with a criminal 
past involving a sex crime attempted to 
break in to someone’s house. Thirty-eight- 
year-old Tyrell Johnson tried entering the 
residence through a back door around 6:30 
a.m. The homeowner confronted the man 
and demanded that he stop. Johnson didn’t 
comply with the homeowner’s lawful or- 
ders, so the homeowner was forced to 
shoot him twice. The injured suspect fled 
the scene and drove to a nearby medical 
facility, where he was listed in fair con- 
dition. WITN reported that Johnson is a 
registered sex offender because he had a 
2008 conviction for a second-degree sex 
offense. He was also convicted for man- 
slaughter around the same time. Johnson 
was released from prison in August 2017, 
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but was labeled a parole absconder, which 
means that he most likely stopped mak- 
ing his mandatory contact with his parole 
officer and could no longer be contacted. 


Which Ammo Is Best 
for Self-defense? 


In an interesting column for the Daily 
Caller published on February 2, Sam Hoo- 
ber of AlienGearHolsters.com wrote about 
the type of ammunition he’d recommend 
for self-defense, as compared to the type 
of ammunition that sounds good on paper 
but has some major drawbacks in reality. 
Hoober decried using “hardball” ammu- 
nition — often referred to as “full metal 
jacket” or “FMJ” — which has a core of 
soft metal, typically lead, surrounded by a 
jacket of hard metal, usually copper. One 
of the major advantages of FMJ ammuni- 
tion is that it doesn’t cause lead to build up 
in the barrel as it’s fired because the lead is 
encased in a jacket. That lead buildup can 
lead to degraded accuracy over time. This 
type of ammunition is obviously good for 
someone who is shooting a high volume. 

While this is the type of ammunition 
that has traditionally been used by the 
military, Hoober explains that it’s actu- 
ally not as effective for stopping “hostile 
personnel” as an alternative type of bullet. 
Hoober explained that FMJ ammunition 
won’t come to a stop in a bad guy, which 
means a bullet could exit the target’s body 
and potentially injure someone standing 
nearby. This is not as true for expanding 
ammunition, such as “jacketed hollow 
point” or “JHP” bullets, which are bullets 
with either a depression in the middle of 
each bullet or a hole through the center, 
which exposes the soft metal core while 
still having a jacket of hard metal. The de- 
sign of JHP bullets causes them to expand 
outward when they enter the soft tissue of 
a human. This expansion creates a more 
traumatic gunshot wound and also slows 
the bullet down, which is ideal because 
you want the bullet to stop within your 
target. For these two reasons, JHP rounds 
are increasingly being recommended for 
defensive carry and are the preferred am- 
munition of police. 
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Hoober discussed bullet types, but also 
dispelled the notion that shooting some- 
one will always stop them in their tracks. 
Hoober explained that “expanding am- 
munition broadens the wound channel 
and (on paper) increases the potential to 
wound vital structures, but the thing there 
is that in the real world, that happens less 
than you’d think. Blood loss takes minutes 
to take effect unless you happen to directly 
hit the heart or a select few big arteries 
(such as the femoral arteries, descending 
aorta or the aortic arch) or one of the in- 
ternal organs, which can result in faster 
blood loss. Cardio-pulmonary trauma, 
again, can take time to have an effect if 
the subject is high or sufficiently amped 
up on adrenaline. The only sure stop is 
a hit to the brain stem. What stops most 
people when they’re shot? Shock. ‘Oh my 
god! I’ve been shot!’ Or something to that 
effect. Why expanding ammunition is im- 
portant, of course, is that it comes to a stop 
inside the target or, upon exiting, can’t do 
damage to another fleshy person nearby. 
FMJ rounds will.” 


Death at the Dollar Store 


WSB-TV reported on January 29 about a 
deadly shooting that occurred at a Family 
Dollar in DeKalb County, Georgia. Po- 
lice investigators say that a man entered 
a Family Dollar store, pulled a handgun 
on two employees, and demanded cash. 
While the terrified employees were re- 
trieving the money for the suspect, a 
customer in the store, who was lawfully 
licensed to conceal carry, pulled out his 
own handgun and opened fire on the sus- 
pect. Store employees immediately called 
911, and police rushed to the store only to 
find the suspect dead at the scene. Police 
told WSB-TV that the customer who fa- 
tally shot the suspect will not be charged 
for the shooting and that store employees 
were grateful for his actions. 

Sergeant Lynn Shuler with the DeKalb 
County Police Department told WSB-TV 
that the one female clerk who was in the 
store during the shooting was very shaken 
up over the incident, but appears to be on 
the road to recovery. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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In the Business of Bias 


ITEM: On January 29, the same day Fox 
television show Empire star Jussie Smol- 
lett claimed he had been the victim of a 
brutal “hate crime” on a Chicago street, 
the New York Times published an online 
article under the headline “Jussie Smol- 
lett, Star of ‘Empire,’ Attacked in What 
Police Call a Possible Hate Crime.” The 
article — in a prime example of a rush 
to judgment — describes the “attack” on 
Smollett, stating, “Jussie Smollett, one of 
the stars of the Fox television show ‘Em- 
pire, was attacked in Chicago early Tues- 
day morning by two people who yelled ra- 
cial and homophobic slurs and wrapped 
a rope around his neck, according to the 
police, who said they were investigating 
the incident as ‘a possible hate crime.’” 

Describing the “attack,” the Times’ 
Sopan Deb wrote, “Smollett, who is black 
and publicly came out as gay in 2015, was 
walking on a downtown street when two 
people approached him and yelled the 
slurs, according to a statement from the 
Chicago Police Department. The attack- 
ers then began hitting Smollett in the face 
and poured an ‘unknown chemical sub- 
stance’ on him.” 

And in a one-sentence paragraph (for 
greater emphasis), Deb wrote, “One of 
the attackers also wrapped a rope around 
Smollett’s neck before the duo fled.” And 
quoting from the Chicago Sun-Times, 
the article reported that “the attackers 
yelled ‘this is MAGA country,’ a reference 
to President Trump's campaign slogan.” 
The attackers were presumed to be white 
Trump supporters. 

ITEM: On February 1, even as Smollett’s 
web of deceit began to come unraveled, the 
Times — apparently just getting warmed 
up in its role as Smolletts PR department 
— reported in another online article under 
the headline “Jussie Smollett Releases 
First Statement About Chicago Attack” 
that Smollett issued a statement through his 
publicist (presumably someone separate 
from the writing and editorial staff of the 
New York Times) that began, “Let me start 
by saying that I’m O.K.” and continued, 
“My body is strong but my soul is stronger. 
More importantly, I want to say thank you. 
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Face of crime, not racial injustice: Jussie Smollett was again in the spotlight of media attention 
as he was released February 21 from the Cook County jail after being charged with disorderly 
conduct and filing a false police report. He faces up to three years in prison, if convicted. 


The outpouring of love and support from 
my village has meant more than I will ever 
be able to truly put into words.” 

The article reported that Smollett “went 
on, acknowledging some social media 
theories that the attack might not have oc- 
curred in the way Smollett said.” That ac- 
knowledgment — as quoted in the article 
— was in the form of a denial lacking any 
particulars. “I am working with authori- 
ties and have been 100 percent factual 
and consistent on every level,” Smollett 
said. “Despite my frustrations and deep 
concern with certain inaccuracies and 
misrepresentations that have been spread, 
I still believe that justice will be served.” 
The remainder of the article serves to 
paint a picture of Smollett’s credibility 
and forthrightness. Conspicuously absent 
is any reference to the inconsistencies in 
Smolletts story. 

ITEM: On February 3, the Times published 
yet another online article reporting on what 
the article described as a “defiant concert” 
Smollett gave “days after reporting [the] 
attack.” The article, written by James 
Montgomery, reads like a promotional 
pamphlet for Smollett’s new singing career. 
“Jussie Smollett, the singer and actor who 
said he was attacked by two men yelling ra- 
cial and homophobic slurs, struck a defiant 
tone at a concert Saturday night, his first 


public appearance since he reported the as- 
sault last week,” the article states. 

Montgomery quotes Smollett as tell- 
ing the sold-out crowd at the Troubadour 
nightclub in West Hollywood, “I have so 
many words on my heart that I want to say, 
but the most important thing I can say is 
thank you so much, and that I’m O.K.” 

The article also states, “Smollett said 
that although he was not yet fully healed, 
‘TT had to be here tonight.’ He said he 
couldn t let his attackers win, referring to 
them with an expletive.” And “Throughout 
his hourlong performance, Smollett made 
clear his desire to move on from the as- 
sault. ‘We’re not going to harp on’ what 
happened, he said. Other than a small 
mark below his right eye, he showed no 
signs of injury, confidently commanding 
the stage along with black-clad dancers 
and a backing band.” 

The article also regurgitates the stock 
description of the “attack” including 
references to the beating, the racial and 
homophobic slurs, the rope, the chemical 
substance, and the shouting of “This is 
MAGA country” by the two attackers. 
CORRECTION: It is now well-known that 
Smollett’s “attack” was a well-orchestrat- 
ed fraud that was planned, rehearsed, and 
financed by its star, Jussie (who played 
himself in the role), and co-starred (as 
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the attackers) his personal trainer and an 
extra from Empire. 

Perhaps such actions from some- 
one such as Smollett are not surprising. 
The music video for his song “F.U.W.” 
(F***ed Up World), which he produced, 
shows Smollet’s attitude toward America. 
One scene shows what appear to be Smol- 
let’s hands holding an apple pie against the 
background of the U.S. Flag. As he sings 
“Tt’s a f***ed up world — Here we are in 
it — I ain’t going nowhere — Til’ we’re 
finished,” he crushes the apple pie, sym- 
bolizing the destruction of America. 

And while many of the facts related to 
this truth have only come to light since 
the Times reported as if the attack were an 
established fact and a “hate crime,” there 
were reasons for any writer or news organ- 
ization with an iota of journalistic integrity 
to be cautious in reporting on the “attack” 
right from the beginning. Prudence warns 
against a rush to judgment. 

For instance, as THE NEw AMERICAN’S 
Selwyn Duke wrote in an article published 
on this magazine’s website on February 19: 


At 2 a.m., on a Chicago night with 
a wind chill the better part of minus 
20, in a liberal neighborhood that’s 
largely black and homosexual, two 
white guys attacked Smollett — 
yelling slurs relating to his race and 
sexual bent — and then splashed 
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BELIEVE 
JUSIE 


RESIST 


him with bleach and tied a rope 
around his neck. 

So they just happened to be carry- 
ing bleach and a rope because, well, 
like the American Express card, you 
just don’t leave home without them. 

The kicker? Smollett was still wear- 
ing the rope when the police arrived at 
his apartment 45 minutes later. 

Oh, the alleged attackers also 
yelled “This is MAGA country!” — 
in Chicago — where 88 percent of 
the electorate voted against President 
Trump. Now that’s the hate-crime- 
hoax version of jumping the shark. 


It seems evident that journalistic integrity, 
prudence, and caution were jettisoned at 
the Times by the simple fact that Smollett’s 
scripted play ticked off all of the liberal 
media’s favorite boxes: black, homosexu- 
al, and liberal on the one side, and white, 
straight, and Trump on the other. Given 
a choice between the two, the Times — 
without hesitation — jumped at the story 
without anything resembling detachment. 

Then, as if the good folks over at the 
“Newspaper of Record” were running their 
own version of “Correction, Please,” they 
switched gears as soon as the story broke 
that Smollett’s accomplices had confessed 
everything to Chicago police and had told 
police that Smollett paid them $3,500 to 
stage the attack to boost his publicity just 


before the release of his new music album. 
Smollett was indicted and arrested for fil- 
ing a fake police report — a class 4 felony. 
If convicted, Smollett faces a maximum 
penalty of three years in prison. 

Headlines such as “Jussie Smollett and 
a Perfect Crime” (February 18), which 
carried the subhead “An object lesson in 
what happens when people in positions 
of political and cultural authority indulge 
their biases by suspending disbelief,” and 
“Enough With the Hot Takes,” bearing the 
subhead “The Jussie Smollett case is the 
latest reminder: Don’t be too eager to make 
pronouncements” (February 19), appeared 
on the Gray Lady’s website, pretending 
that the Times somehow occupied the 
moral high ground of journalistic integrity. 

The hypocrisy is almost too much to 
bear: It was, after all, the same Times that 
laments “what happens when people in po- 
sitions of political and cultural authority in- 
dulge their biases by suspending disbelief” 
and being “too eager to make pronounce- 
ments” that indulged, suspended, and pro- 
nounced before pretending otherwise. 

Noah Rothman is the writer of the Times’ 
“Perfect Crime” article referenced above. He 
wrote that the “details [of Smollett’s story] 
also strained credulity from the very start” 
and listed many of the same logic-bending 
challenges that are quoted above from Sel- 
wyn Duke’s online article. He continued, 
“Indeed, many politicians and journalists 
seemed to suspend all critical thought in a 
campaign to indict not just Mr. Smollett’s at- 
tackers but the country as a whole.” 

Fortunately for “the country as a 
whole,” Smollett pulled up short of the 
elusive “perfect crime.” The street camera 
he made sure to stage the attack under was 
facing the opposite direction. One is left 
to wonder what the outcome would have 
been if that camera had caught the “attack” 
and the video had inevitably been played 
in an endless loop by liberal networks. 

It is almost certain the streets of 
America would have burned. And Smol- 
lett — who clearly hates America anyway 
— would have sold lots of records and 
canonized himself as a true-blue social- 
justice warrior. 

— C, MITCHELL SHAW 
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BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 


“lm Available,” Says Elizabeth Warren to CFR 


lizabeth Warren wants desper- 
EK ately to be our nation’s next 

president. To reach that goal, 
she knows that she must demonstrate her 
willingness to continue America’s sui- 
cidal foreign and domestic policies. One 
major step in making her willingness 
known is composing an article for For- 
eign Affairs, the journal of the Council 
on Foreign Relations. Accordingly, her 
“A Foreign Policy for All: Strengthen- 
ing Democracy — at Home and Abroad” 
won publication by the CFR’s flagship 
journal in its January/February 2019 
issue. 

What she wrote, though it surely in- 
dicates her ideas about the presidency, 
isn’t as critically important as is the fact 
that it was published. The reality here is 
that the thinking of an aspiring politician in such an article is 
not the most important goal of the writer. Just getting her name 
before the movers and shakers at the CFR is what she sought. 

A study of the career of Richard Nixon helps to understand 
what Warren has just done. After eight years as the nation’s vice 
president, Nixon lost his bid for the presidency in 1960. Two 
years later, he suffered another political defeat in the race to 
become governor of California. Those two setbacks seemed to 
have ended the Nixon political career, something he himself led 
everyone to believe when he then told a packed press confer- 
ence that he was leaving California and heading to New York to 
practice law. He tartly told the assembled reporters, “You won’t 
have Richard Nixon to kick around any longer.” 

But in October 1967, the man who had insisted he was 
through with politics authored an article for Foreign Affairs en- 
titled “Asia After Vietnam.” Nixon was letting political insiders 
(the Deep State crowd known then as the Eastern Establishment) 
know that he was available for political office and would carry 
out the establishment’s goals. 

What Nixon stated in the article — reprinted and widely dis- 
tributed in pamphlet form by Foreign Affairs — didn’t so much 
matter as long as some boundaries weren’t crossed. It amounted 
to a signal that he was available and would work to promote the 
CFR’s agenda. His article about Vietnam didn’t focus on the nu- 
merically heavy U.S. fatalities that grew to 16,592 in the single 
year of 1968, or the strict rules of engagement that impeded the 
efforts of the anti-communist forces, or the fact that the United 
Nations, through its SEATO subsidiary, was the U.S. military’s 
ultimate commander, as opposed to either the president or Con- 
gress. No boundaries were crossed by the ambitious Nixon. 

Both John McCain and Barack Obama delightedly placed ar- 
ticles in Foreign Affairs with similar goals in mind during the 
early stages of the 2008 presidential contest. 
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Elizabeth Warren knows the value of 
having her name associated with today’s 
Deep State activists. And a look at what 
she wrote for Foreign Affairs confirms 
that having her thoughts appear in this 
CFR publication is the primary goal. 
Posing as a patriot in the midst of a mass 
of establishment-supporting stances, she 
wrote: “And the United States took on a 
series of seemingly endless wars, engag- 
ing in conflicts with mistaken or uncer- 
tain objectives and no obvious path to 
completion.” While this correctly sum- 
marizes what has become obvious, she 
didn’t blame those in uniform, and she 
shed no light on who arranged for the 
misuse of American military might. 

As sound as was her short summary 
about the misuse of the U.S. military, she 
never mentioned that President George W. Bush sent America’s 
forces into Iraq only after receiving authorization to do so from 
the United Nations. Nor did she note that the 17-year-old war in 
Afghanistan has long been fought under the command of NATO, 
a United Nations “Regional Arrangement” according to the UN 
Charter. The ambitious Massachusetts senator knows that rais- 
ing legitimate questions about the United Nations is taboo if one 
is seeking approval from today’s Deep State leaders. 

Throughout her lengthy article, Warren dutifully claimed that 
America’s “working people” are being victimized by wealthy 
capitalists. She never explained that ballooning government 
spending and the accompanying inflation have caused major 
harm to the middle class, or that recently — in no small part 
because of regulatory and tax relief — wages are up, unemploy- 
ment has hit record lows, and the nation’s economy is booming. 
She pointed to a “widening” gap in educational excellence, but 
failed to indict the federal stranglehold on education for today’s 
educational calamity. Her lamentation about “crippling student 
debt” wasn’t accompanied by information about the $450,000 
she earned during a single year of teaching one course at Harvard 
University. And she emphatically accepted the bogus claims of 
“climate change” enthusiasts. While noting that it is “the job of 
the U.S. government to do what is necessary to protect Ameri- 
cans,” she failed to condemn the crimes of illegal immigrants 
and the consistent refusal of her Democrat colleagues to take 
real action to deal with the problems created by the millions of 
border crossers. 

With her newly minted connection to the Council on Foreign 
Relations, Warren has advanced her prospects for nomination 
and more. Whether it will be enough for her to realize her goal 
remains to be seen. Others — female and male — will surely 
make themselves available for similar introductions to the Deep 
State via the pages of Foreign Affairs. @ 
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. . VISA/MC/Discover 
Standard Shipping Three Digit V-Code 
$6.36 
$7.75 


$9.95 


Rush Shipping 
$9.95 
$12.75 
$14.95 


Rush: 3-7 business 
days, no P.O. Boxes, 
HI/AK add $10.00 #oEXp. Daatte 


*For rush orders and special rates for case lots of 100, 
call (800) 727-TRUE or go to ShopJBS.org. 


Make checks payable to: ShopJBS 


Signature 
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ARTHUR &. 


IN THE SHADOWS OF THE DEEP STATE 


Learn about the history of the CFR and its key role in implementing the 
Deep State’s agenda to bring about a one-world, socialist government. 
Includes a 2017 CFR membership list, updates, and added addendums! 


By Arthur R. Thompson, CEO, The John Birch Society 
(2019ed, 372pp, 1-4/$10.95ea; 5-9/$9.00ea; 10-23/$7.50ea; 24+/$6.45ea) BKISODS 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! = [i318 


